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Kyiv says chance 
of war with 
Russia ‘growing’ 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s acting 
Foreign Minister Andriy Deshchy- 
tsya has said that the chances of 
war between his country and Rus- 
sia are growing. 

Speaking on ABC-TV’s “This 
Week” program on March 23, 
Deshchytsya said: “We don’t know 
what Putin has in his mind... That’s 
why this situation is becoming 
even more explosive than it used to 
be a week ago.” 

In Washington, a top White House 
aide said it’s possible that Russia 
could invade eastern Ukraine. 

Deputy National Security Advis- 
or Tony Blinken told CNN’s “State 
of the Union” program that Russia 
seems to be trying to intimidate 
Ukraine by massing thousands of 
troops along the border. 

Blinken said the United States 
is looking at providing military as- 
sistance to Ukraine. 

However, he said “it’s very un- 
likely to change Russia’s calculus 
and prevent an invasion.” 

Earlier on March 23, Ukraine’s 
acting President Oleksandr 
Turchynoy demanded that Rus- 
sia release the top Ukrainian mil- 
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itary commander at the Belbek Air 
Force base near Sevastopol. 

Turchynoy said Colonel Yuliy 
Mamchur was “abducted” after the 
base was stormed by Russian ar- 
mored vehicles and troops. 

Russian armored vehicles smashed 
into the base on March 22, followed 
by Russian soldiers who exchanged 
gunfire with Ukrainian troops who 
refused to surrender. At least one 
Ukrainian soldier was wounded. 

Russia’s Defense Ministry said 
on March 23 that the Russian flag 
is now flying over 189 military in- 
stallations in Crimea after Russian 
forces took control of Belbek and 
another base at Novofedorovka, 
near Sevastopol. 

In Simferopol, Crimea’s Prime 
Minister Sergei Aksyonov predicted 
that Russian forces soon would soon 
invade eastern Ukraine under the 
Kremlin’s claim that Russian-speak- 
ers there need protection. 

“Here in Crimea we have been 
waiting [for Russia’s help] and 
hoping for it for a very long time,” 
he said. “Now, however, I dare to as- 
sure you, we can see that it was not 
in vain. I am confident that [Russia] 
will answer a sincere call for help 
from other Ukrainian regions in the 
same brotherly manner.” 

In Brussels on March 23, 
NATO’s top military commander 
warned that Russian troops massed 
on Ukraine’s borders pose a threat 
to Moldova’s separatist Trans- 
dniester region. 

U.S. General Philip Breedlove, 
NATO’s supreme allied command- 
er in Europe, made the remarks 
at the German Marshall Fund’s 
“Brussels Forum.” 

“There is absolutely sufficient 
force postured on the Eastern bor- 
der of Ukraine to run to Transdnies- 
ter — if the decision was made to 
do that — and that is very worri- 
some,” he said. 

Breedlove accused Russia of 
“acting much more like an adver- 
sary than a partner” of NATO. 

“We think that what we see [is] 
a tool now of frozen conflicts be- 
ing used as a veto to EU and NATO 
membership,” he said. “In other 
words, if Russia is worried about a 
country moving towards the West, 
the way to solve that is an incursion, 
a frozen conflict, and now no one 
wants to think about bringing na- 
tions aboard into NATO because it 
might mean conflict with Russia.” 

He also said NATO has moved 
weaponry closer to Russia to counter 
its mobilization of forces on its east- 
em borders and the deployment of 
fighter jets into Belarus. 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper pays his respects after laying flowers at a memorial in Kyiv as a symbol of 
Canada’s respect for those who died while standing up for democratic change in Ukraine. The sign on the 
monument reads “Remember them!” (PMO photo by Jason Ransom) 


Harper raises nuclear 
issue during Kyiv visit 


By Marco Levytsky 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
said Russia’s repudiation of the 
1994 Budapest Memorandum 
sends a dangerous signal to those 
countries who may wish to obtain 
nuclear weapons, during his visit to 
Kyiv, March 22. 

“By his open repudiation of the 
Budapest Memorandum, President 
Putin has undermined  inter- 
national confidence in the protec- 
tion afforded by such agreements. 
Ukraine relinquished its nuclear 
weapons, the nuclear weapons it 
inherited from the former Soviet 
Union, on the basis of an explicit 
Russian guarantee of its territorial 
integrity. By breaching that guaran- 
tee, President Putin has provided a 
rationale for those elsewhere who 
needed little more encouragement 
than that already furnished by pride 
or grievance to arm themselves to 
the teeth,” he said. 

Asked to elaborate at a later 
press conference with Ukrainian 
Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk, 
Harper stated: 

“T think I’ve been clear. Ukraine 
in the Budapest Memorandum gave 
up its nuclear weapons in return for 
an explicit guarantee of its territor- 
ial integrity by Russia and others. I 
think the fact that this has not been 
honoured is certainly not a positive 
signal to countries to give up or to 
not acquire nuclear weapons and 
other weapons of mass destruction. 
...1 don’t think I need to elaborate 
on what the consequences of that 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper presents Arseniy Yatsenyuk, Prime 
Minister of Ukraine, with the Ukrainian flag that flew over Parliament 
Hill in Ottawa to demonstrate solidarity with the people of Ukraine. 


(PMO photo by Jason Ransom) 


are. I think it’s plainly obvious that 
it sends a very dangerous signal to 
many in the world.” 

Yatsenyuk was even more specific. 

“Tet me remind you that in 1994, 
my country abandoned by its free 
will the nuclear weapons.,” he said. 

“At that time, we possessed the 
third biggest nuclear arsenal in the 
world. And what has happened? 
One of the signatories of this no- 
torious Budapest Memorandum in- 
vaded my country, violating inter- 
national law, violating multilateral 


and bilateral deals, and actually 
undermining the entire global nu- 
clear non-proliferation system. It 
would be very difficult to convince 
anyone in the world, starting with 
Iran and ending with North Korea, 
to give up its nuclear weapons. As 
for today, it’s clear that there is no 
strong response to the actions that 
Russia had been undertaking for a 
certain period of time. The inter- 
national community has to shape, 
facilitate the right response to any 
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СБУ в Одесі взялася 


за сепаратистів 


Вікторія Сибір, Радіо Свобода 

У центрі Одеси затримали одного з лідерів 
місцевого «антимайдану», активіста організації 
«Молодежное жединство» Антона  Давідченка. 
Як повідомили 18 березня його  соратни- 
ки, напередодні ввечері Антона забрали бійці 
спецпідрозділу «Альфа» у камуфляжній формі без 
розпізнавальних знаків. Одесити неодноразово 
звертались до СБУ та прокуратури із вимогою звер- 
нути увагу на сепаратистські заклики Давідченка, 
що призводили до зростання ворожнечі між меш- 
канцями міста. 

Ставлення одеситів до «антимайданівця» Антона 
Давідченка майже однозначне: його ідеї не сприйма- 
ються широким загалом, але 1 серйозного ворога в 
ньому одесити не вбачають. Люди, що навчались ра- 
зом із ним в Одеському національному університеті 
імені Мечнікова Ha історичному факультеті, 
розповідають, що в університеті він вчився дуже 
погано, на пари ходив рідко та не користувався 
популярністю серед студентів та викладачів. 

Наталя Михайленко, юднокурсниця Антона, 
згадує, що він був дуже конфліктним студентом та 
якось довів викладачку до сліз, заперечуючи факт 
Голодомору. За словами Наталі, колишні однокурс- 
ники вважають, що затримали його «3a діло» і дода- 
ють, що це дуже добре, що його встигли вивезти до 
Києва, бо в Одесі в Антона дуже багато ворогів. 

Олександр, один із координаторів «антимайдану», 
коментуючи цей інцидент, назвав такі дії служби без- 
пеки можливою провокацією, що має на меті розпа- 
лення конфлікту між двома таборами одеситів --тими, 
що вболівають за Україну, та їхніми проросійськими 
опонентами. За його словами, «комусь вигідно, 


щоб Куликове поле (місце, де збирається одеський 
«антимайдан») радикалізувалось, адже такий крок 
розв'язує руки прихильникам «Молодежного един- 
ства» 1 може призвести тільки до відкритого проти- 
стояння між двома сторонами». 

«Антимайданівці» кажуть, що сам Давідченко 
ніколи до сепаратизму не закликав, але зараз існує 
ймовірність, що на його місце введуть когось 
більш радикально налаштованого, того, хто не за- 
хоче домовлятися з іншою стороною. 

Протягом останніх двох тижнів в Одесі знизилась 
напруга у ставленні двох протилежних таборів один 
до одного - представники почали домовлятись про 
спільну координацію дій, як тільки стало відомо 
про загрозу введення російських військ. Цими 
вихідними Народна самооборона і Одеська дружина 
разом патрулювали місто, щоб запобігти можливим 
провокаціям. Акції одеського Євромайдану були 
скасовані через питання безпеки, а «антимайдан» 
провів у неділю двотисячний марш на підтримку 
Росії та кримського «референдуму». 

Наразі яскраво виражених сепаратистських 
настроїв в одеському регіоні майже немає - навіть 
колишні проросійські канали змінили риторику, а 
головний ідеолог федералізму в Одесі Ігор Map- 
ков в останньому інтерв'ю виданню «Главком» 
заявив, що попри те, що Україні на даному етапі 
економічно вигідніше співпрацювати з Росією, 
вона в будь-якому випадку має бути з Європою. 
А оскільки останні події в Криму змусили бага- 
тьох нейтрально налаштованих одеситів пере- 
глянути своє ставлення до Росії, на даний момент 
проукраїнськи налаштоване населення складає в 
Одесі переважну більшість. 


СБУ затримала одного з 
головних сепаратистів Донбасу 


(Радіо Свобода) -Служба безпеки України за- 
тримала в Донецьку лідера так званого «народ- 
ного ополчення Донбасу» Михайла Чумаченка. 
Йому висунуто підозру у підготовці дій, спря- 
мованих на повалення конституційного ладу або 
захоплення державної влади, а також посягання 
на територіальну цілісність і недоторканність 
України. 

«Служба безпеки України у відповідності з 
рішенням суду в Донецьку затримала лідера так 
званого «народного ополчення Донбасу» Ми- 
хайла Чумаченка i пред'явила йому офіційну 
підозру у підготовці до скоєння злочинів, перед- 


бачених ст. 109 (дії, спрямовані на насильницьку 
зміну чи повалення конституційного ладу або за- 
хоплення державної влади) і ст. 110 (посягання 
на територіальну цілісність і недоторканність 
України) Кримінального кодексу України», - 
повідомляє прес-центр СБУ. 

У затриманого вилучили матеріали, що свідчать 
про наміри під час проведення масового заходу у 
Донецьку «закликати учасників до незаконних дій, 
зокрема до силового захоплення будівлі обласної 
державної адміністрації». 

Невдовзі суд обере для Чумаченка запобіжний 
захід. 


Міноборони: 50% українських військових 
у Криму перейшли на бік Росії 


(Українська Правда) -Міноборони констатує, 
що близько 50% особового складу українських 
військовослужбовців у Криму перейшли на бік 
російської армії. 

Про це на брифінгу24 березня сказав заступник 
начальника головного командного центру Олександр 
Розмазнін, повідомляють "Українські новини". 

"У кількісному складі 50 на 50. Тобто близько 50 
відсотків перейшло?, - повідомив він. 

Водночас Розмазнін зазначив, що в Криму ще ли- 
шаються не захоплені українські військові частини, 


при цьому він не повідомив, де вони знаходяться. 

Крім toro, Міноборони зазначає, що 3 
українських кораблі, заблоковані в озері Донузлав, 
залишаються вірними присязі України. 

Розмазнін зазначив, що вивести ці кораблі у 
відкрите море неможливо, але і варіант їхнього за- 
топлення Міноборони не розглядає. 

Як відомо, в 24 березня в.о. президента Олек- 
сандр Турчинов повідомив, що РНБО прийня- 
ло рішення про передислокацію українських 
військових з Криму. 


У Харкові перевірили бомбосховища 


(Радіо Свобода) -Половина харківських бом- 
босховищ готові до прийому жителів області 
у випадку нападу ворожих військових літаків. 
Як заявив заступник голови обласної державної 
адміністрації Василь Хома, відповідаючи на запи- 
тання Радіо Свобода, на Харківщині 427 бомбос- 
ховищ, із них готові прийняти людей для порятун- 
ку 101 підземних споруд. 

«Готові 101, обмежено готові 95 сховищ і 231 
перебуває на різних стадіях готовності, зараз там 
ведуться певні роботи», - повідомив Василь Хома. 

Також заступник очільника області додав, 
що для порятунку можливе використання 29 
підземних станцій Харківського метрополітену, у 


них зможуть сховатися до 170 тисяч жителів міста. 
Хома каже, що зараз обстежують підвали, які мож- 
на використовувати під бомбосховища. 

За словами заступника голови харківської ОДА, 
в області 919 радіаційних укриттів, вони теж 
мають різний ступінь готовності до екстреної 
евакуації людей. 

Наразі відповідні служби проводять ревізію 
систем сповіщення i3 звуковими  сиренами, 
інформаційними повідомленнями, через телеба- 
чення та радіозв'язок. 

Василь Хома зауважив, що нинішня ситуація з 
мобілізацією оборони виявила чимало серйозних 
проблем, зокрема i з евакуації цивільних громадян. 
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Harper raises писіесаг| UCC - MPC wants 


issue during Куїу visi 
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kind of invasion, and Russia vio- 
lating international agreements, 
Russia making an armed robbery 
of Ukrainian independent territory, 
undermining the global security, 
and it’s up to the UN and a num- 
ber of international organizations 
to find the way, help to contain 
those who violate the deals, who 
breach the deals, and who invade 
the neighbours,” he added. 

As for his upcoming meeting 
with G7 leaders, Harper said: “I 
would just say before prejudicing 
any particular discussions, it’s my 
view, strong view that we need to 
take strong action, we need to take 
coordinated action, and that action 
needs to be in place, and we need 
to be prepared to undertake that ac- 
tion for the long term.” 

In addition to Yatsenyuk, Harper 
also met with Acting President Olek- 
sandr Turchynoy and reaffirmed 


Canada’s strong support for the new _ 


Government of Ukraine as it under- 
takes the important steps of embra- 
cing the economic and democratic 
reforms needed to restore stability 
and prosperity in the country. 

During his visit, the Prime Min- 
ister also announced Canada’s con- 
tribution to a political and security 
monitoring mission to Ukraine, 
led by the Organization for Secur- 
ity and Co-operation in Europe 
(OSCE). 

Canada’s support to the OSCE 
Special Monitoring Mission, in the 
amount of $775,000 through Can- 
ada’s Global Peace and Security 
Fund, will assist the OSCE to report 
on the security situation in Ukraine, 
foster peace and stability, encourage 
respect for human rights, and enable 
an environment for inclusive polit- 
ical dialogue in Ukraine. 

Harper wrapped up his day in 
Ukraine with a visit to Independ- 
ence Square, where he laid a wreath 


Prime Minister Stephen Harper is greeted by Oleksandr Turchynov, 
Acting President of Ukraine, upon his arrival at the Verkhovna Rada of 


Ukraine. (PMO photo by Jason Ransom) 


as a symbol of Canada’s respect for 
those who died while standing up 
for democratic change. 

March 13 Harper announced 
more than $220 million in sup- 
port to help Ukraine stabilize its 
economy and promote economic 
and social development. The sup- 
port will be provided in the form 
of a loan or loan guarantee, con- 
ditional on a broader package that 
includes International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) support for Ukraine. 
Additional support will assist the 
IMF in delivering technical assist- 
ance to help Ukraine manage its 
economic transition and financial 
sector reforms. 


March 17 Harper announced fur- 
ther economic sanctions under the 
Special Economic Measures Act 
and additional travel bans against 
Ukrainian and Russian officials. 
The Prime Minister also met with 
Vadym Prystaiko, Ambassador of 
Ukraine to Canada, to discuss the 
ongoing situation. 

March 18, 2014 Harper an- 
nounced economic sanctions and 
travel bans against an additional 
17 Ukrainian and Russian officials 
responsible for undermining the 
sovereignty and territorial integ- 
rity of Ukraine, and for facilitat- 
ing Russian military action against 
Ukraine. 


Russia imposes sanctions 
on 13 Canadians 


(UkrNews/CBC News)—Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin has imposed retaliatory sanctions on 13 
Canadian officials including five members of the Con- 
setvative government, two Liberals and one NDP MP, 
banning them from entering Russia. 

In a statement issued March 24, Russia’s foreign 
ministry said the sanctions are being imposed “as a 
response to the unacceptable actions of the Canadian 
side.” 

Foreign Affairs Minister John Baird, who was in 
The Hague with Prime Minister Stephen Harper, said 
the sanctions are “a badge of honour.” 

“Canadian officials named today by Russia aren’t 
oligarchs, they are not people threatening to annex 
parts of peaceful neighbours by military force and 
we find this announcement deeply concerning,” Baird 
said. 

One of those sanctioned, Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress National President Paul Grod stated: 

“The Russian Federation’s decision to impose travel 
bans on several Canadians, including myself, is a sign 
that the sanctions and travel bans imposed by the West 
have started to resonate. If, as several Russian officials 
have claimed, the West’s sanctions are having no ef- 

fect, why would they retaliate? I congratulate all those 
who join me on this list — it is for me an honour to be 
considered persona non grata by a repressive, authori- 
tarian regime that occupies and annexes the sovereign 


territory of a neighboring country, and systematic- 
ally violates international law, its obligations to other 
countries, and the rights and freedoms of its own cit- 
izens.” 

“To be included on this Russian list of Canadians 
is a badge of honour, and I am proud to be included 
with these distinguished Canadians who oppose the 
invasion of Crimea by Russian forces,” said Selkirk- 
Interlake MP James Bezan, also included on the list 

“These punitive measures will not silence my criti- 
cisms of the illegal military invasion and occupation 
of Crimea by the Russian Federation, nor mute my 
strong support for the people of Ukraine and their 
transitional government. 

The other 11 are: 

a Christine Hogan, foreign affairs and defence 
policy adviser to the prime minister. 

я Wayne G. Wouters, Clerk of the Privy Council. 

ш Jean-Francois Tremblay, deputy secretary to the 
cabinet in the Privy Council Office. 

ш Andrew Scheer, House of Commons speaker. 

а Peter Van Loan, government house leader. 

а Raynell Andreychuk, Conservative senator. 

wg Dean Allison, Conservative MP. 

а Paul Dewar, NDP МР. 

в Irwin Cotler, Liberal МР. 

gw Ted Opitz, Conservative МР. 

я Chrystia Freeland, Liberal МР. 
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і Buhler Industries’ 


Russian directors 
investigated 


(CBC News/UkrNews)—The. Ukrainian Canadian Congress — 
Manitoba Provincial Council is calling on the federal government to 
freeze the assets of several Russian directors of Buhler Industries, a 
Winnipeg-based farm equipment manufacturer. 

The Russian agricultural equipment giant Rostselmash Ltd. bought 
Buhler Industries in 2007 by acquiring 80 per cent of the company’s 
common shares. 

Given the ongoing conflict involving Ukraine and Russia, the UCC - 
MPC is raising concerns about three of Buhler Industries’ directors. 

One of the directors is Konstantin Babkin, who is also known as the 
co-founder and leader of Russia’s Action Party, a group known for its 
support of the Kremlin. 

Two other company directors, Yury Ryazanoy and Dmitry Udras, are 
members of the party as well. 

Video from a rally in Moscow earlier this month shows Babkin 
applauding Putin’s recent actions in Ukraine. 

“We should not stop at Crimea,” Babkin told the crowd in Russian 
about ЗУ» minutes into the video. 

Oksana Bondarchuk, who heads UCC - MPC, told CBC News she 
wants the federal government to investigate whether any money from 
Buhler Industries is being used to finance Putin’s agenda in Ukraine. 

“We are especially asking the Canadian government to apply travel 
bans to these three individuals and to freeze their assets and determine 
whether their assets are being used in war-mongering and hate propaganda 
against Ukrainians,” she said. 

Bondarchuk said a letter outlining her concerns — and the link to the 
rally video — is being sent to all Manitoba MLAs and MPs, as well as to 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper. 

As well, she said the congress has asked to speak with Buhler 
Industries’ management, but no one has returned their calls. 

Grant Adolf, Buhler Industries’ chief operating officer, told CBC 
News he did not know the three directors were members of the Action 
Party, and he did not know about the rally where Babkin spoke. 

Adolf declined to issue a statement on behalf of the company. 


NDP calls for 
suspension of military 
sales with Russia 


(UkrNews)—New Democrats are calling on the Government of 
Canada to suspend its arms trade with the Russian Federation following 
the Russian military intervention in Ukraine. 

“The Russian military and President Putin have invaded and occupied 
sovereign Ukrainian territory in clear contravention of international law,” 
said NDP Foreign Affairs Critic Paul Dewar (Ottawa Centre), March 21. 
“Until we see a diplomatic resolution to the current crisis, Canada must 
suspend our trade of military goods with Russia.” 

Canada’s sales record to Russia was $329,221 between 2007 and 2011, 
mostly in guns, armoured equipment, and electronic technology 

Russian troops and paramilitary forces have seized control of numerous 
Ukrainian military installations in the Crimean peninsula. Canada and 
other G7 countries have responded with economic sanctions and travel 
bans against senior Russian officials, and Germany announced the 
suspension of its military sales earlier this week. 

“Travel bans against certain Russian officials and suspending trade 
with Russia’s military sector are important symbolic gestures to make 
clear to President Putin that we stand strong and united behind the people 
and sovereignty of Ukraine,” said Dewar. 

That same day Prime Minister Stephen Harper announced that Canada 
has imposed economic sanctions against 14 additional Russian officials 
and one financial institution, Bank Rossiya. Travel bans are also being 
imposed on these 14 individuals. 

“Together with our international allies, our Government is taking a 
strong stance in our support for Ukraine. We continue to take additional 
actions to limit the capabilities of specific individuals and Bank Rossiya, 
which are responsible for undermining Ukraine’s sovereignty,” he said. 

“The so-called referendum that was held has no legitimacy, and any 
additional escalations by Russia will lead to further isolation from the 
international community.” 
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Вибір Ріната Ахметова 


анексії 


(Радіо Свобода) -Поки в Москві свят- 
кували анексію Криму, на півострів при- 
йшла біда. 18 березня в Сімферополі 
ховали знайденого напередодні мерт- 
вим Решата Аметова. 38-літній чоловік 
був учасником акції протесту проти 
російської окупації i пропав, коли пішов 
до  Сімферопольського військкомату, 
відгукнувшись на оголошення мобілізації. 
Знайшли його у Білогірському районі в 
наручниках і зі слідами тортур. У вбито- 
го залишилися дружина і троє малолітніх 
дітей, наймолодшому два з половиною 
місяці. У вівторок з'явилися і жерт- 
ви серед українських військових. Один 
військовослужбовець загинув й один був 
поранений під час штурму української 
частини озброєними людьми в російській 
формі в Сімферополі. 

Прапорщик Сергій Какурін  пере- 
бував на спостережній вежі автопарку 
військової частини, коли почався штурм 
фотограметричного інформаційного цен- 
тру Міноборони України. За офіційним 
повідомленням, його було вбито прямим 
влученням в область серця. 

Крім того, був поранений в шию та 
руку капітан Віктор Федун. Ще один 
український військовослужбовець отри- 
мав важкі травми ніг та голови «від ударів 
кийками, арматурою та іншими предме- 
тами». 

За даними оборонного відомства, ко- 
мандира частини полковника Андрія 
Андрюшина нападники у російській 
військовій формі і з російською зброєю 
захопили під час переговорів, утримують 
в окремому приміщенні і силою приму- 
шують перейти «на бік кримського наро- 
ду». 

Андрюшин став шостим українським 
військовим, якого окупанти захопили та 
утримували силою. Трьох захоплених з 
часом відпустили, решту утримують у 
невідомому місці. 

Також 18 березня в Ялті група 
озброєних військовослужбовців у формі 
російської армії викрали командира 
військової частини Служби зовнішньої 
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Криму 


розвідки України полковника Ігоря Лос- 
никова. 

Раніше були викрадені лідери 
української громади Андрій Щекун та 
Анатолій Ковальський. Самопроголо- 
шений прем'єр Криму Сергій Аксьонов 
обіцяв, що їх відпустять одразу після ре- 
ферендуму, але досі цього не сталося. 

18 березня дружина Андрія Щекуна 
Людмила повідомила, що Європейський 
суд з прав людини прийняв її скаргу про 
викрадення чоловіка і вже зробив запити 
до урядів України та Росії. 

Залишається невідомою доля і сина 
народного депутата України Анатолія 
Гриценка, одного з лідерів Автомайда- 
ну Олексія Гриценка, а також сина де- 
путата кримського парламенту Леоніда 
Пилунського, відомого українського 
кінооператора та режисера Ярослава 
Пилунського і ще кількох журналістів та 
активістів, викрадених кілька днів тому. 

Загалом місцеві правозахисники на- 
рахували щонайменше 14 викрадених 
озброєними людьми громадян, доля яких 
невідома. 

До їхнього числа потрапив i Валід Абу 
Юсуф - етнічний росіянин Сергій Се- 
ленцов, який прийняв іслам. Він не ви- 
ходить на зв'язок уже другу добу. Про це 
повідомив представник «Правозахисного 
руху Криму» Енвер Кадиров. 

Правозахисник припускає, що зникнен- 
ня Абу Юсуфа може бути пов'язане з гро- 
мадською діяльністю і його релігійною 
належністю. Той, за словами Кадирова, 
був помітною постаттю в мусульманській 
громаді Криму і займався, зокрема, без- 
коштовним розповсюдженням перекладу 
Корану в Україні та Росії. 

Приблизно тиждень тому зниклий 
виїжджав з Криму. На зворотньому шля- 
ху на блокпості на Чонгарі його зупинили 
невідомі люди у масках і зі зброєю. Вони 
звернули увагу на те, що в Абу Юсуфа 
була борода 1 поголені вуса, й припустили, 
що він вахабіт. Енвер Кадиров підозрює, 
що ті невідомі люди могли зафіксувати 
номер машини і встановити слідкування. 


Ліга Українок Канади 


з 
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ВІД ВОЛОДИМИРОВИХ ПОХОДІВ 
ДО ЛІНІЇ КЕРЗОНА 


00 WYPRAW WEODZIMIERZA 
DO LINK CURZONA 


FROM WOLODYMYR’S PRINCIPALITY 
TO THE CURZON LINE 


Радіо Свобода) Швейцарська mpo- 
куратура провела обшук в офісі компанії 
Ріната Ахметова DTEK Traiding у Женеві. 
Про це стало відомо зі шпальт недільної 
газети Швейцарії Sonntags Zeitung. Cam 
обшук проводився у рамках розслідування 
діяльності іншої вугільної компанії, 
зареєстрованої у Швейцарії - МАКО Traid- 
ing, що належить Олександру Януковичу. 3 
нами на зв'язку наша колега Наталія Сед- 
лецька, автор проекту MapUkrainianPEP, 
що досліджує майно українських олігархів 
та політиків за кордоном. 

- Наталко, що по Вашому означає цей 
обшук для бізнес-імперії найбагатшої лю- 
дини України Ріната Ахметова? 

- Одразу скажу, що обшук швейцарсь- 
кого офісу Ахметова відбувся ще 27 лю- 
того, утім у нас пройшов непомічено. У 
прес-службі холдингу ДТЕК підтвердили 
цю інформацію. Для самого Ахметова 
цей обшук означає те, що дався взнаки 
його надто тісний, нерозривний зв'язок 
з Віктором Януковичем та компаніями 
його сина. Справа в тому, що родина 
українського екс-президента  потрапи- 
ла в усі можливі списки санкцій захо- 
ду. Рахунки компаній сина президента 
були заморожені в декількох країнах, а у 
Швейцарії, де він був особливо активним, 
на Олександра Януковича є кримінальна 
справа, його підозрюють у відмиванні 
коштів в особливо великих розмірах. При 
цьому спонсор Януковича та його партії, 
олігарх Рінат Ахметов під ці санкції не 
потрапив, його немає у списках на замо- 
роження рахунків. Але це, як виявилось, 
не було обов'язковим - у Швейцарії його 
«зачепила» справа на самого Олександра 
Януковича. Швейцарські прокурори вста- 
новили, що обидва використовували одні 
й ті ж бізнес-структури за кордоном, так 
сказано у повідомленні. Хоча ці зв'язки 
українській пресі давно відомі. Ахметов 


та Янукович в різний час користували- 
ся послугами одного й того ж керівного 
менеджера, а ще тієї самої компанії з 
оптимізації податків за кордоном. 

- Нещодавно інший олігарх Дмитро 
Фірташ був затриманий у Австрії в рам- 
ках кримінальної справи, його там зви- 
нуватили у хабарництві. Тепер обшуки в 
женевському офісі Ріната Ахметова. Як 
Ви вважаєте, чи це пов'язані процеси? 

- Так, пов'язані загальною 
геополітичною ситуацією навколо 
України. Просто санкції стосовно режиму 
Януковича - це своєрідна відмашка для 
всіх правоохоронців західних країн, що 
все, більше не треба робити вигляд, що це 
поважні бізнесмени з України під протек- 
торатом поважних політиків, з якими, хо- 
чеш не хочеш, треба будувати міжнародні 
відносини. Режим рухнув разом із його 
спонсорами. У випадку з Ахметовим - 
його зв'язок з родиною екс-президента 
простежується ще й юридично, та ще й 
через закордонні компанії. Це зелений ко- 
ридор правоохоронцям Заходу, якщо ще й 
наша прокуратура підключиться. 

Утім, я хотіла б наголосити на зовсім 
іншому аспекті переслідування Заходом 
українських олігархів. Багато хто покла- 
дав надію, що Рінат Ахметов своїм ав- 
торитетом зупинить свавілля так званих 
«російських туристів» на Донбасі, розмо- 
ви про федералізацію. Засудить сепара- 
тизм, закличе людей до єднання. Але він 
цього не робить - можливо, бо зрозумів, 
що намагання відбілитись на Заході 
не спрацювало, шлейф кримінального 
минулого нікуди не подівся, і йому 
залишається тільки одна дорога - туди 
ж, куди 1 Віктору Януковичу. Таким чи- 
ном його вплив на регіон скоріш вико- 
ристають ті, хто хоче розділити Україну, 
а не ті, хто хоче вберегти її цілісність та 
неділимість. 


Втікачі з Криму просять Київ 
створити програму з переселення 


(Радіо Свобода) -Втікачі з Криму за- 
кликають владу України створити про- 
граму переселення тих людей, які за- 
знають тиску з боку російської влади 
на півострові, заявив голова Комітету 
кримських біженців Микола Подоляко, 
19 березня. 

«Ми хочемо знати, що з нами буде. Має 
бути якась державна програма з пересе- 
лення нас звідти», - сказав Подоляко. 

За його словами, нині в Криму воєнний 
стан, і перебувати там активістам, які не 
схвалюють дій Росії, дуже небезпечно. 
Так, як заявив Подоляко, створено списки 
людей, «яких піддаватимуть репресіям із 
боку Росії». «Ми як активісти вже в цих 
списках є», - наголосив він. 

Подоляко повідомив, що напередодні 
мешканці Криму й Севастополя утвори- 
ли Комітет біженців Криму, який наразі 
перебуває в Києві. 

За його словами, першочергове завдан- 
ня комітету - це порятунок людей, які 
перебувають у заручниках у так званої 
«кримської самооборони». 

«Ми себе вже називаємо біженцями, 


хоча держава Україна нас поки біженцями 
не визнала», - каже Подоляко. 

Він також наголосив на тому, що сім'ї 
українських військовослужбовців наразі в 
певному сенсі перебувають у заручниках, 
і деякі сім'ї «самооборона» намагається 
фізично виганяти з квартир, у яких вони 
проживають. 

«Зараз ми повинні будемо організувати 
прийом тут цих людей. Кількість - ми за- 
раз не готові сказати, скільки це буде, - це 
буде десятки, сотні чи тисячі, сотні тисяч 
людей, які не готові (жити - ред.) з тією 
владою, яка там на території керує, щоб 
вони сюди приїхали», - сказав Подоляко. 

18 березня президент Росії Владімір 
Путін попросив парламент прийняти до 
складу Росії два нових суб'єкти - Крим і 
Севастополь. Того ж дня в Кремлі Путін, 
нелегітимний прем'єр-міністр Криму 
Сергій Аксьонов, голова розпущеного 
Верховною Радою України парламенту 
Криму Володимир Константинов 1 «упо- 
вноважений представник міста Севасто- 
поль» Олексій Чалий підписали договір 
про прийняття Криму до Росії. 


Донеччани допомагають воякам, яких 
блокували проросійські активісти 


Валерія Дубова, Радіо Свобода 

У Донецькій області військовим, яких 
блокували невідомі з російськими прапо- 
рами, допомагають активісти та місцеві 
мешканці. Десантній бригаді, яка прибула 
в область на навчання (офіційна версія), 
з Донецька привезли 20 спальників, 
обіцяють ще. 

У Донецькій області посеред поля 
розбила табір - десантна бригада 3 
Дніпропетровська. Вояки небагатослівні, 
але офіційною версією свого перебу- 
вання в полі називають навчання. До 


табору нікого зі сторонніх не пускають, 
а кількості техніки та солдатів не нази- 
вають. Незважаючи на таку секретність, 
про їхнє місце перебування дізнались 
проросійські активісти і не забарились 
приїхати. Командир бригади розповів, що 
було кілька машин, люди, дехто з яких був 
із прапорами Росії, блокував українським 
військовим проїзд. Наразі вони пішли, але 
командир упевнений - як тільки бригада 
збереться переміститись (а це справа не 
однієї хвилини), активісти знову будуть 


тут. 
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NATO concerned about 
Russian military buildup 


(RFE/RL)}—NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen has expressed concern about a large increase 
in Russian troops and armaments along Ukraine’s east- 
er frontier following its annexation of Crimea. 

“T can assure you that we are very much concerned 
about the Russian military buildup along the borders 
of Ukraine,” Rasmussen said. “We are, as an alliance, 
focused on providing effective deterrence and defense. 
And all NATO allies can be assured of our determina- 
tion to provide effective defense.” 

Speaking in Brussels on March 25, Rasmussen said 
NATO is ready to defend all its members and offer as- 
sistance to Kyiv. 

“We are also in the process of discussing with 
Ukraine how we can enhance our support for Ukraine,” 
Rasmussen said. 

In The Hague, the United States accused Rus- 
sia of violating its commitments under the 1994 
Budapest Memorandum by seizing and annexing 
Crimea from Ukraine. 

In a joint statement issued at a nuclear security 
summit, the United States and Ukraine said Russia’s 
actions in Crimea “undermine the foundation of the 
global security architecture and endanger European 
peace and security.” 

Meanwhile, lawmakers in Kyiv approved the resigna- 
tion of acting Defense Minister Ihor Tenyukh over his 
handling of the Crimea crisis and approved the nomina- 
tion of General Mykhaylo Koval as his replacement. 

Tenyukh submitted his resignation on March 25 
amid criticism that he had failed to give timely orders 
to Ukrainian military units in Crimea during its occu- 
pation and annexation by Russia. 7 

Ukraine’s acting President Oleksandr Turchynov 
had requested that Tenyukh be relieved of his duties. 


In Berlin, the New York-based watchdog Human 
Rights Watch (HRW) says two Ukzainian political ac- 
tivists were beaten and one tortured by pro-Russian 
forces in Crimea. 

HRW says Andriy Schekun and Anatoliy Kovalsky 
— who had gone to Crimea to organize pro-Ukraine 
rallies ahead of the March 16 referendum on Crimea’s 
status — were detained, interrogated, and beaten for 
11 days before being released. 

HRW said Schekun had received electric shocks, 
was tied up, and often kept naked. 

Hugh Williamson, HRW’s Europe and Central Asia 
director, said’ “these horrendous arbitrary detentions 
and the allegation of torture in Crimea urgently de- 
mand a thorough investigation.” 

The fates of up to six Ukrainian military officers 
remain unknown following the takeover of Crimean 
bases in recent days by Russian forces. 

The commander of a Ukrainian air base in Crimea, 
Colonel Yuliy Mamchur, was captured after Russian 
forces stormed the Belbek air base. 

Mamchur’s aides believe he is being held in the 
Russian Black Sea Fleet’s home port of Sevastopol. 

HRW says five other Ukrainian military officers and 
three activists also remain missing in Crimea. 

In the western Ukrainian city of Rivne, a leader of 
the ultranationalist Right Sector movement, Oleksandr 
Muzychko, was killed overnight on March 24-25. 

First Deputy Interior Minister Vladimir Yevdokimov 
said he was fatally wounded while security forces were 
trying to detain him during a special operation. 

An international arrest warrant was issued for 
Muzychko this month for his alleged killing of Rus- 
sian military personnel during the Chechen war in the 
mid-1990s. 


Russian troops storm Ukrainian bases 


(RFE/RL)—Russian troops — using stun grenades 
and firing automatic weapons — have forced their way 
inside a Ukrainian marine base in Feodosia. 

There were no reports of injuries during the raid 
early on March 24. 

The base was one of the few military facilities still 
flying the Ukrainian flag in Crimea. 

A Ukrainian military spokesman in Crimea, Vlad- 
islav Seleznyov, said the Feodosia compound is “full 
of Russian troops,” who were assisted by helicopters 
and armored personnel carriers. 

Seleznyoy said on his Facebook page that Russian 
forces tied up the hands of an unknown number of 
Ukrainian marines, who were then transported off the 
base. 

Russia has been taking control of military bases 
across Crimea and stormed two more Ukrainian mil- 
itary installations over the weekend. 

On March 23, Russia’s Defense Ministry said the 
Russian flag is now flying over 189 military installa- 
tions in Crimea. 

March 22, two Ukrainian air bases in Crimea were 
overrun by pro-Russian forces. 

Pro-Russian forces appeared in control of the base 


in Belbek, near Sevastopol, after an armored vehicle 
was seen ramming into the gate of the base and an 
ambulance drove into the compound at high speed. 

A live video feed from outside the gate showed men 
in civilian clothes entering the base. There were also 
reports of explosions and gunfire. 

The events occurred after a Russian ultimatum to 
the personnel at Belbek to surrender the base. 

The Ukrainian commander of the base, Yuliy 
Mamchur, said there was at least one injury. 

Mamchur said he summoned his men together, sang 
the Ukrainian national anthem, and then stood at ease. 
He said they were going to turn over their weapons. 

In western Crimea, some 200 unarmed demon- 
strators broke through to the air base in the town of 
Novofedorivka as Ukrainian military personnel bar- 
ricaded themselves inside buildings. 

Vladyslav Seleznyov, a spokesman for the Ukrain- 
ian Defense Ministry’s Crimean region, told the 
Ukrainian media that the attackers threw smoke 
bombs at the base. 

Seleznyov was later quoted as saying the Ukrain- 
ian forces had left the base after singing the national 
anthem. 


OSCE to deploy Ukraine observers 


RFE/RL)—The Organization For Security And 
Cooperation In Europe (OSCE) has agreed that up 
to 500 OSCE civilian observers will be deployed to 
Ukraine for six months. 

OSCE member states, including Russia, agreed to 
the move at a meeting late on March 21 in Vienna. 

Russia had blocked earlier efforts by the OSCE to 
deploy observers. 

The mandate does not permit the observers to de- 
ploy to Crimea, which Russia has annexed. 


Naftogaz head detained 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian police have arrested the head 
of the state-run energy company Naftogaz, Yevhen 
Bakulin, in connection with a corruption investigation. 

Interior Minister Arsen Avakovy, in a statement on 
Facebook, said the police were conducting three 
separate investigations into suspected corruption in 
the natural-gas industry that may have cost the state 
some $4 billion. 

АуаКоу said Bakulin was suspected of heading a 
“criminal group” whose members include other senior 
current and former Ukrainian government members. 


Andrei Kelin, Russia’s chief OSCE envoy, said the 
peninsula was off limits for the observers because 
“Crimea is a part of the Russian Federation.” 

But U.S. chief envoy Daniel Baer told reporters that 
because “Crimea is Ukraine ... they should have ac- 
cess to Crimea.” 

In Berlin, German Foreign Minister Frank-Walter 
Steinmeier said that — although the decision on the 
monitors is “not the end of the crisis ... it is a step that 
helps support our efforts toward de-escalation.” 

The mandate says the monitors will initially deploy 
to Kherson, Odesa, Lviv, Ivano-Frankivsk, Kharkiv, 
Donetsk, Dnepropetrovsk, Chernivtsi, and Luhansk, 
with a head office in Kyiv. 

The mandate says the mission will consist initially 
of 100 monitors, but could be expanded to 500 de- 
pending on developments. 

Earlier, U.S. national security adviser Susan Rice 
said the Obama administration was watching Russian 
troop movements near the Russia-Ukraine border. 

Rice noted that Moscow says the troops are con- 
ducting military exercises, but she said U.S. officials 
were watching with skepticism because Moscow’s 
words haven’t always matched Russian actions. 
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While Russian dictator Vladi- 
mir Putin has acted with swiftness 
and resolute force in his aggres- 
sion against Ukraine, the West’s 
reaction has been slow and tepid. 
G7 and EU member nations have 
escalated the “war of words”, made 
mostly-symbolic gestures (like dis- 
mantling the G8, thus effectively 
removing Russia from the top in- 
dustrial club without formally 
kicking it out) and a few pinprick 
sanctions against targeted individ- 
uals. Russia, in turn, has responded 
with targeted sanctions of its own, 
including banning 13 Canadians 
including 11 parliamentarians, the 
chief defence advisor to the prime 
minister, as well as the national 
president of the Ukrainian Can- 
adian Congress. These individuals 
have reacted by terming such sanc- 
tions as a “badge of honour”. 

But the point is that during the 
past month Putin has brazenly 
taken over Crimea, held a blatantly 
rigged referendum on annexation, 
proceeded to formally annex the 
territory, attacked the remaining 
Ukrainian bases in Crimea, impris- 
oned commanding officers, sent 
in agent provocateurs to Eastern 
Ukraine to stir up turmoil in that 
region and massively mobilized 
troops along Ukraine’s Eastern 
border threatening an invasion of 
mainland Ukraine itself. 

The West’s response has come 
in the form of yaguely-worded 
threats. “There will be costs” was 
US President Barak Obama’s in- 
itial response. Two weeks later, 
after meeting with Ukrainian Prime 
Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk in the 
White House he reiterated that the 
West would be forced to “apply a 
cost” if Russian President Vladi- 
mir Putin did not change course in 
the dispute over Ukraine. German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel warned 
Russia it risks “massive” political 
and economic damage over its ac- 
tions in Crimea. 

In the March 24 statement issued 
by the G7 countries, they again 
condemned “the illegal referen- 


dum held in Crimea in violation of 
Ukraine’s constitution”, as well as 
“Russia’s illegal attempt to annex 
Crimea in contravention of inter- 
national law and specific inter- 
national obligations” one again 
waring that “Russia’s actions will 
have significant consequences”. 
The only threat that would have any 
possible impact is contained in the 
following statement: “We remain 
ready to intensify actions including 
coordinated sectoral sanctions that 
will have an increasingly signifi- 
cant impact on the Russian econ- 
omy, if Russia continues to escal- 
ate this situation.” But here again, 
there are no specifics. However, 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
was quoted as saying “in particular 
we are tasking our energy ministers 
to meet because that is a sensitive 

ea,” adding “we know energy 
is знан that is why we are 
determined to continue the work 
over the long term and develop a 
plan that is effective over the long 
term.” 

That is a welcome statement, but 
the specifics are still not known, 
nor are what “long term” signifies. 
But what must be recognized is 
that energy sanctions will be most 
effective. And mineral resources 
should also be included. When the 
United States imposed sanctions 
on Iran, these included an arms ban 
and an almost total economic em- 
bargo on Iran, among which were 
sanctions on companies doing busi- 
ness with Iran, a ban on all Iranian- 
origin imports, sanctions on Iran- 
ian financial institutions, and an 
almost total ban on selling aircraft 
or repair parts to Iranian aviation 
companies. Canada imposed a ban 
on dealing in the property of desig- 
nated Iranian nationals, a complete 
arms embargo, oil-refining equip- 
ment, items that could contribute 
to the Iranian nuclear program, the 
establishment of an Iranian finan- 
cial institution, branch, subsidiary, 
or office in Canada or a Canadian 
one in Iran, investment in the Iran- 
ian oil and gas sector, relationships 
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Tough talk, pinprick sanctions are not enough 


with Iranian banks, purchasing 
debt from the Iranian government. 

Russian exports that should be 
among the first to be targeted in- 
clude nickel, gold, oil and natural 
gas. Yes, the European Union is 
heavily dependent upon Rus- 
sian oil and natural gas. But that’s 
where countries like Canada and 
the United States could fill the 
gap — especially in the transport 
of Liquefied Natural Gas. Other 
countries that could step in include 
Saudi Arabia, especially since Rus- 
sia threatens the Sunni Moslem 
Crimean Tatars and support the 
Assad regime in Syria which is 
murdering Sunni Moslems there. 
As far as nickel is concerned, Can- 
ada could step in and benefit from 
higher prices. 

But such sanctions remain prob- 
lematic because there are many 
Western countries that have huge 
investments in Russia and are lob- 
bying against such moves. One 
such company is US Exxon Cor- 
poration. According to Bloomberg: 
“Exxon’s landmark 2011 joint ven- 
ture with Kremlin-controlled Ros- 
neft calls for upwards of $500 bil- 
lion in investment over the coming 
decades. The companies are plan- 
ning an offshore drilling campaign 
in Russia’s frozen Chukchi Sea, 
Laptev Sea and Kara Sea, as well 
as the Black Sea. They’ll also be 
drilling onshore in western Siberia, 
where the Bazhenoy апа Achimov 
formations are thought to be many 
times bigger than the Bakken 
shale of North Dakota. In addition, 
Exxon and Rosneft are working to 
finalize designs for an LNG project 
in Russia’s far east.” 

Were the US to impose such 
sanctions on Exxon scuttling these 
investments this would have a 
huge impact on Putin’s plans to 
develop the energy sector. It may 
also prompt ExxonMobil CEO Rex 
Tillerson, who has a very good re- 
lationship with Putin and can exer- 
cise pressure on the Russian Fueh- 
rer to back off. 

Another company with a huge 
stake in Russia’s energy sector in 
the UK’s BP, which has a 20 percent 
stake in OAO Rosneft (ROSN). 
The Russian state owns 70 percent 
of Russia’s largest oil producer and 
it’s run by Igor Sechin, a confidant 
of Putin for two decades. What 
would impact BP the most is if the 
U.S. took the same approach it took 
with Iran, when it blocked foreign 
companies from working in the 
U.S. if they had any links with Iran. 

Again pressure on BP would in 
turn put pressure on Putin. 

The Ukrainian community in 
Canada could look at ways to put 
pressure on Exxon and BP Can- 
adian subsidiaries, Imperial Oil 
and BP Canada respectively, by 
a combination of engagement as 
well as well-timed actions, includ- 
ing pickets of their headquarters, 
designed to bring public attention 
to their relations with the Putin 
regime. Incidentally, both subsidi- 
aries have their headquarters right 
across the street from each other in 
Calgary. Imperial’s is on 240 - 4th 
Avenue SW, BP Canada’s on 237 - 
4th Avenue SW. 


Winnipeg 5 Buhler Industries... 


only does business 


in Russia, but, in fact, is 830% owned by a Russian 
firm, which, in turn is owned by one of Russia’s 
biggest oligarchs, Konstantin Babkin, who has 
gone so far as to advocate a wholesale 


invasion of Ukraine. 


But there are also Canadian 
companies that should be targeted. 
Of these the biggest one should 
be Winnipeg’s Buhler Industries, 
which not only does business in 
Russia, but, in fact, is 80% owned 
by a Russian firm, which, in turn is 
owned by one of Russia’s biggest 
oligarchs, Konstantin Babkin, who 
has gone so far as to advocate a 
wholesale invasion of Ukraine. At 
a recent rally in Moscow he made 
the following statement: “The Rus- 
sian people face confrontation with 
Oligarchic armies and Bandera’s 
gangs, which for 20 years were 
being trained in camps in Ukraine 
and abroad, for 20 years they were 
financed, but Russian movement 
was being suppressed for 20 years. 
And now these gangs will be used 
against those, who want to live 
freely in Ukzaine. ... We should not 
stop at Crimea. South-East regions 
want freedom, want to speak Rus- 
sian and integrate with Russia. ... 
We need to demand from the Rus- 
sian government a more resolute 
stance on supporting democracy 
in Ukraine, on supporting legality 
in Ukraine, and on supporting the 
Russian movement in Ukraine. We 
demand resolute action! We de- 
mand resolute action! We demand 
resolute action!” 

According to Buhler’s website, 
Combine Factory Rostselmash 
Ltd, a major combine manufacturer 
located in Rostov-on-Don, Rus- 
sia, acquired 80% of the common 
shares of Buhler Industries in 2007. 
Babkin is a director of Novoye 
Sodruzhestvo which owns Rostel- 
mash. 

According to a RIA Novosti 
story which was posted on May 18, 
2011: 

“Rostselmash, the largest agri- 
cultural machinery maker in Rus- 
sia and the former Soviet Union, 
said on Wednesday that it would 
invest $2 million annually in its 
new asset, Canada’s Ezee-On. 

“ “Tractors and seeding machin- 
ery are often supplied and used 
together, and this equipment will 
be designed to go together with 
our tractors, which is important 
because tractors are becoming in- 
creasingly digital,’ said Konstantin 
Babkin, director of the board of 
the Novoye Sodruzhestvo holding 
owning Rostselmash. 

“Early this year, Canadian com- 
pany Buhler Industries Inc. where 
Rostselmash holds the controlling 
stake bought Ezee-On Manufac- 
turing from TerraVest Income for 
$14.5 million. Ezee-On assets in- 
clude technical premises and stor- 
ing facilities in Canada. 

“During a visit of delegates from 
the Canadian Embassy in Russia to 
Rostselmash plant in Возіоу-оп- 
Don in southern Russia, Babkin 
said the planned annual investment 
in Ezee-On would help increase 
production by 30%.” 


Oksana Bondarchuk, President 
of the Ukrainian Canadian Con- 
gress — Manitoba Provincial Coun- 
cil told CBC News UCC - MPC 
wants the federal government to in- 
vestigate whether any money from 
Buhler Industries is being used to 
finance Putin’s agenda in Ukraine. 

Bondarchuk is preparing a letter 
outlining her concerns and intends 
to send it to all Manitoba MLAs 
and MPs, as well as to Prime Min- 
ister Stephen Harper. 

She says the congress has asked 
to speak with Buhler Industries’ 
management, but no one has re- 
turned their calls. 

Speaking with the CBC, Grant 
Adolf, Buhler Industries’ chief 
operating officer, declined to issue 
a statement on behalf of the com- 
pany. 

Another company with exten- 
sive holdings in Russia is Toronto’s 
Kinross Gold Corporation which, 
in October 2013, launched its 
Dvoinoye gold and silver mine in 
the Chukotka Autonomous Region, 
in the Far North-East of Russia. 
Dvoinoye is the fourth mine that 
Kinross has operated in the country. 
Cumulative Kinross investments 
in that period total over 0553 bil- 
lion and Kinross is the largest for- 
eign investor in the Russian hard 
rock mining sector, and the largest 
Canadian investor in the country. 
It is also the only Canadian com- 
pany to be named to Russia’s For- 
eign Investment Advisory Council 
(FIAC), which is chaired by Putin 
himself. Here again, pressure on 
Kinross can turn into pressure on 
Putin. 

Other actions that can be taken 
include freezing Russia’s applica- 
tion to join the Organization for 
Economic Cooperation and De- 
velopment; bringing punitive ac- 
tions against Russia within the 
tules of the World Trade Organ- 
ization for Russia’s repeated vio- 
lation of WTO rules by its aggres- 
sive economic behaviour towards 
Ukraine and its current blockade of 
Ukrainian goods on the Ukraine- 
Russia border; intensifying scru- 
tiny of Gazprom’s behaviour in the 
European gas market and strongly 
pursuing a pending antitrust com- 
plaint; and targeting Russian banks 
for money laundering and weapons 
proliferation; 

Our community should look at 
several options including those ac- 
tions we can initiate on our own, 
actions we can continue to recom- 
mend to the government of Canada 
and our allies and items we can 
bring to public attention. When 
Hitler was allowed to annex Su- 
detenland without any adequate re- 
sponse, he proceeded to annex the 
rest of Czechoslovakia, then invad- 
ed Poland. Let’s ensure that history 
does not repeat itself due to a tepid 
response to the brutal aggression of 
Vladimir Putin. 
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My Most Sincere Condolences 


To Paul Grod 
President, 
Ukrainian Canadian Congress 

Please accept my sincerest con- 
dolences for being put on a blacklist 
and banned from travelling to Rus- 
sia. I know that you must be devas- 
tated at this sad turn of events. Try to 
lead a good life and then such trag- 
edy strikes. If it’s any consolation, 
you are in fine company. 

It’s hard to predict when this will 
end, but don’t hold your breath, 
as Moscow is notorious for hold- 
ing grudges. Some 305 years have 
passed since Hetman Ivan Maze- 
pa’s death and the anathema placed 
on him by the Russian Orthodox 
Church (ROC) remains in place. 
Over 100 years since Leo Tolstoy’s 
death, the ROC still has not revoked 
its excommunication of him. He was 
one of theirs and inspired the likes 
of Gandhi and Martin Luther King 
Jr., with his doctrine of non-violent 
resistance. Moscow simply cannot 
forgive radical pacifists and foes of 
its imperialism. Fifty- five years af- 
ter Moscow assassinated him, they 
are still terrified of Stepan Bandera. 

I feel great sadness for your fam- 
ily as they will suffer great humilia- 
tion for generations to come by this 
badge of dishonour. Hopefully, with 
time they will learn to suffer the 
slings and arrows of this infamy. Sta- 
lin practiced punishing entire fami- 
lies for the sins of their fathers, and 
so the tradition lives on. 

You being a father whose children 
study Ukrainian, and knowing that 
millions of Ukrainians live in Rus- 
sia, you surely must have wanted 
to visit Ukrainian language schools 
in Russia, aka “the great protector 
of language rights”. Then I remem- 
bered that there are none. Why teach 
a language, which according to Mos- 
cow, has never existed, does not ex- 
ist and will never exist? 

As president of an NGO you prob- 
ably wanted to meet with executives 
of Ukrainian NGOs in Russia. Then 
I remembered that they had been 
deregistered. Why allow organiza- 
tions for people who don’t exist? 

I have tried to figure out why 
you were placed on this infamous 
blacklist, other than for the fact that 
you are of Ukrainian heritage. The 
best conspiracy theory I can imag- 
ine is that you may have dreamed 
of visiting Kuban’ where the de- 
scendants of Ukrainian Cossacks 
expelled from the Zaporozhian 
Sich still live. Tsar Putin probably 
suspected that you wanted to or- 
ganize a referendum for Kuban to 
secede from Russia, and become 
part of Ukraine. Since according to 
him, Ukraine is not really a state, 
he knew he could not let you visit 
there to make trouble. 

Russia has so many appealing 
unique tourist attractions that you 
will now be unable to visit. You will 
not see Lenin’s Mausoleum. How 
sad! Where else in the world can you 
see the mummified corpse of a mass 
murderer that is still venerated by 
Tsar Putin and many Russians? 

Nor will you be able to ride Mos- 
cow’s subway and stop at the sta- 
tion dedicated to Stalin’s memory. 
Where else in the world could you 
enjoy a short stop and a coffee in 
a place named to honour the geno- 
cidal mass murderer of tens of 
millions of people? I hear Stalin’s 
ghost still haunts the tunnels of 
Moscow’s subway, and you have 
lost any hope of seeing it. Howev- 
er, Stalin’s spirit lives on in Russia 
as he is rehabilitated by Tsar Putin, 
the grandson of Stalin’s cook. 

You will never be able to see the 


awesome spectacle of a May 9, 
parade on Red Square celebrating 
Stalin’s great victory in the “The 
Great Patriotic War’, the victory 
over fascism. Being a student of 
history you will surely remember 
WWII, which for Russia started in 
June 1941(Russia has always been 
slower than the rest of Europe). 
Stalin had throughout the 1930’s 
supplied Hitler with natural re- 
sources to allow Nazi Germany to 
rearm, and build a war machine the 
likes of which the world had never 
seen before. Of course, in Europe 
the war actually started in 1939 and 
for two years until 1941 Stalin was 
Hitler’s ally, allowing him to con- 
quer most of Europe before invad- 
ing the Soviet Union. 

Stalin was completely unprepared 
for this invasion, just as Ukraine and 
Europe were completely unprepared 
for Tsar Putin’s invasion of Ukraine. 
The Russians never mention the US 
and UK lend-lease program, which 
supplied tanks, planes and numerous 
other war materiel to help Russia 
overcome its unpreparedness. Stalin 
is being rehabilitated by Tsar Putin 
as a “great manager. Some manager! 
He did not have enough boots for 
his soldiers, and millions of pairs of 
boots had to be supplied by the US 
and UK. Russian propaganda never 
mentions this, or the stark similari- 
ties between the allegedly defeated 
fascism and today’s Putinism. 

You must certainly be disap- 
pointed that you will be unable to 
visit Nyenskans, the former name 
of Sankt Petersburg, which was es- 
tablished by Sweden and captured 
by Russia in 1703, during the Great 
Northern War with Sweden. Tsar 
Peter I used forced slave labour to 
build this city, during which tens 
of thousands of labourers died, 
including thousands of Ukrainian 
Cossacks. Who said that forced 
labour was invented by Hitler? 
But do not lose hope! Due to the 
amendment of international law by 
Russia’s “Anschluss” of Crimea, 
Sweden may be able to recover the 
land on which Sankt Petersburg 
is built. Hopefully, you are not on 
any blacklist of Sweden, and may 
someday be able to visit this city. 

As a lawyer, I’m sure you want- 
ed to visit the courthouse where the 
notorious anti-corruption crusader 
Sergei Magnitsky was tried posthu- 
mously, four years after his death 
in a Russian prison, after being 
denied medical treatment and be- 
ing beaten. What lawyer wouldn’t? 
Surely, touring this courthouse is 
every lawyer’s fantasy. Where else 
in the world do they try dead men 
for tax evasion? 

You will be unable to ride the 
Trans Siberian Railway, to fol- 
low the route taken by millions of 
Ukrainian and Russian deportees, 
sent to Siberia and the Far East of 
Russia. Nor will you be able to visit 
any concentration camps in the Gu- 
lag, where millions were impris- 
oned and great numbers died. Who 
said that Hitler invented concentra- 
tion camps? Sadly, your fantasies 
of retracing the steps of and seeing 
“Shadows of Unforgotten Ances- 
tors” will remain unfulfilled. 

Now that Russia has illegally an- 
nexed Crimea, you will be unable 
to visit Yalta where in 1945 tens of 
millions of East Europeans were 
relegated to live under an inhu- 
man and tyrannical system under 
"раї ko” Stalin, affectionately nick- 
named “Uncle Joe” by Western me- 
dia. Nor will you be able to view 
the uncompleted palace which was 
under construction by Yanukovych 


before his impeachment. Perhaps 
his friend Tsar Putin will allow him 
to complete it and live in it. How- 
ever, even if completed, you will 
not get to see this monument to cor- 
ruption. How unfair! 

As a teligious believer you are no 
doubt disappointed that you will not 
be able to visit “Holy? Mother Rus- 
sia’, as it was often referred to by the 
ROC, the land of unique saints. 

Vladimir-Suzdal prince An- 
drei I, whom the Russians called 
“Bogolyubsky”, the God-loving, 
sacked, plundered and pillaged 
Kyiv in 1169, and his booty in- 
cluded “Our Lady of Vyshhorod” 
icon which is still held in Moscow. 
This icon is still venerated by the 
ROC, and if you are into venerat- 
ing stolen property, you will now 
be unable to do so. For his efforts, 
the ROC canonized him as a saint, 
giving the world the “Patron Saint 
of Plundering and Pillaging”. І 
guess the Seventh Commandment 
, Thou shalt not steal” has been 
repealed in Russia, but as a lawyer 
you realize they lacked jurisdiction 
to do so. Maybe they were afraid 
you would expose this, and that’s 
the reason for the ban. 

You will also be unable to wit- 
ness how Alexander Nevsky, satrap 
of the Golden Horde and adopted 
son of Khan Batiy, the destroyer of 
Kyiv in 1240, is revered. In 2008 
he was selected by Russians as 
the greatest Russian in history. In 
1547 the ROC canonized him as a 
saint, giving the world “The Patron 
Saint of Satraps”. It is little won- 
der that Imperial Russia has always 
respected satraps, and this attitude 
explains why Tsar Putin was so up- 
set when his satrap, Yanukovych, 
was impeached. How dare anyone 
but he remove his satrap? 

It took the ROC nearly 300 years 
before it canonized Alexander 
Nevsky, so rest assured that Aya- 
tollah Kirill is working on plans to 
canonize Tsar Peter I, whose time 
has come. (Maybe Putin was wor- 
ried that you would remind Russians 
that he studied in Europe and looked 
to Europe to modernize a backward 
Russia.) He deserves to become the 
“Patron Saint of Sacrilege”, for kill- 
ing all of the residents of the Ukrai- 
nian city of Baturyn, Hetman Maze- 
pa’s capital, in 1708, and then tying 
all the dead Cossacks to crosses to be 
floated down the Dnipro to warn the 
Zaporozhian Sich against betrayal. 
But you will be barred from the can- 
onization ceremony. 

Imitation is the sincerest form of 
flattery, and it is obvious that Tsar 
Putin honours the memory of Em- 
press Catherine II. She conspired in 
the murder of her husband, assumed 
the throne, and then rewarded her 
many lovers by gifting them lands 
with hundreds of thousands of serfs. 
Because serfdom in Russia was abol- 
ished in 1861, Tsar Putin can only 
bestow billions of dollars on his cor- 
гирі cohorts through contracts which 
allow them to steal money from the 
Russian people. The recent Sochi 
Olympics exhibited the modern leg- 
acy of Empress Catherine II. Perhaps 
Ayatollah Kirill will realize that the 
world does not yet have a “Patron 
Saint of Adultery” and canonize her 
in the finest traditions of the ROC. If 
he does, you will be banned from the 
canonization ceremony. However, if 
you want to pay tribute to her, you 
can view her statue, recently erected 
by Russian chauvinists in Odessa, 
where you can bow before her mur- 
derous and adulterous splendor. 

In recent years the ROC has can- 
onized Tsar Nicholas II, the patron 


of his secret police, the Okhrana, 
which concocted the famous “Pro- 
tocols of the Elders of Zion”, a tract 
which was used by Hitler to incul- 
cate German children in anti-Semi- 
tism. Nicholas II was also the patron 
of the “Black Hundreds”, a virulent- 
ly anti-Semitic and Ukrainophobic 
organization, that proudly counted 
among its membership many ROC 
priests. At last, the world was given 
a “Patron Saint of anti-Semitism”, 
as if the world needed such a saint. 
Although Nicholas II also support- 
ed Ukrainophobia, we will have to 
let historians determine who is the 
best candidate to become the “Pa- 
tron Saint of Ukrainophobia”, as 
among Russian Tsars, there are too 
many contenders for this honour. 
Whomever the ROC selects, you 
will be excluded from the canoniza- 
tion ceremony. 

For the calendar year 2014, the 
ROC published a calendar in Sta- 
lin’s honour featuring his picture 
for every month. This brings to 
mind a famous quote of the first 
post-war Chancellor of Germany, 
Konrad Adenauer, “Jn view of the 
fact that God limited the intelli- 
gence of man, it seems unfair that 
He did not also limit his stupidity.” 
What was Ayatollah Kirill think- 
ing? Is this some diabolical plot 
to fast-track Stalin to sainthood? 
Perhaps this is simply to reward 
Stalin for remaking the ROC into 
an instrument of the state after per- 
sonally presiding over the deaths of 


thousands of ROC clergy and de- 
struction o thousands of churches? 
Perhaps it is time that the world 
had a “Patron Saint of Genocide”. 
If he is canonized, you will not be 
able to attend the ceremony. I had 
hoped that when you visited Rus- 
sia you could procure me a copy of 
this calendar signed by Ayatollah 
Kirill, as this will certainly become 
a collector’s item. 

Speaking of fast-tracking, the 
Ayatollah Kirill, has already 
anointed his colleague, KGB Lt. 
Col. Putin, as “a gift from God”. 
This is difficult to reconcile with 
the Divine Liturgy of the Byzan- 
tine Rite, in which God is always 
described as a “Lover of Human- 
ity”. But perhaps, we will witness 
the first canonization of a living 
person. Speculation abounds that 
he will be either the “Patron Saint 
of Corruption” or “Patron Saint 
of Hypocrisy”. A prudent bettor 
should hedge his bets and put some 
money on both alternatives. Alas, 
you will also miss the canonization 
ceremony, which will hopefully 
happen before the Russian people 
finally discover that the “emperor 
wannabe-has no clothes.” 

Enough about “saints”! I have 
referred to Tsar Putin, although it 
is not proper to use his surname. 
Keeping in mind his record of elim- 
inating his opponents and Russia’s 
alleged Christian heritage perhaps 
Herod would be most appropriate. 

Cont. on P. 12 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


GOLDRING CALLS FOR NATIONAL HOMELESS STANDARDS 

Peter Goldring says controversy over a proposed “warehouse proj- 
ect” for chronically homeless people in Terwillegar Towne empha- 
sizes the urgent need for standardized definitions and methodology 
to be implemented in order to better help those in need. 

On October 16, 2013, Mr. Goldring submitted a motion to Parlia- 
ment, calling on the federal government to set in national standards, 
for counting the homeless, including: 

» nationally recognized point in time for counts taking place; 

enationally recognized definitions of who is homeless; 

* nationally recognized methodology on how the count takes place, 


and 


nationally agreed-upon criteria and methodology in determining 


who is homeless. 


A survey conducted in all major Canadian municipalities that 
presently count their homeless population, done on the same date 
and time and using the same agreed-upon criteria and methodology 
would provide statistically useful data to allow governments to better 
help the homeless. Mr. Goldring points out that: “Different homeless 
counts in different cities have used different definitions of chronically 
homeless, and defining methodology to conduct homeless count.” 

He further notes that Canadian homeless counts are done in a hap- 
hazard fashion, at different times and using different methodology, 
unlike in the United States. Without national definitions and standards 
the concept of “homeless” can mean something vastly different in 
Edmonton than it does in Toronto. The chronically homeless defini- 
tion, creatively applied, can equate to big grant dollars to so-called 
“non-profits.” A single point in time for conducting homeless surveys 
would give governments a clearer picture of the extent of the problem. 
For governments to allocate funds for affordable housing projects and 
services for Canada’s homeless, it is crucial to know exactly who the 
homeless are, where they live and how to best help them, goals that 
can be achieved through this motion before Parliament. The motion 
was debated in Parliament March 24. 


What do you think? 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Згори: Збірний хор, при фортепіяні Йоахим Сеїттер; Внизу: оба Лаврентій Івашко, Ірина Тарнавська і дитячий хор. (Світлини - Марка Левицького) 


Едмонтон урочисто відзначив 200-ліття Шевченка 


Галина Котович, Членка УМТА 
Дня 15-го березня 2014, грома- 
да Едмонтону відзначила подію, 
яка 9-го березня 1814 пов'язала 
село Моринці з великим світом, 
народження Тараса Шевченка. 
Під патронатом едмонтонського 
відділу Конгресу Українців Ка- 
нади, Українське Музичне Това- 
риство Альберти вже 23-ий рік 
займається програмою концерту. 
Тема цього року: "Тарас Шев- 
ченко - його геніяльне слово). 
Величавий концерт почався 
«Заповітом" (муз. М. Вербицько- 
го, першого композитора до слів 
Шевченка у Зах. Україні). Цей 
твір менш знаний, бо вимагає 
дво-хорового хору (чоловічого і 
мішаного) і соліста. Його вико- 
нали збірний хор, запрошений 
гість бас-баритон Павло Гунька, 
диригував запрошений маєстро 
Лаврентій Івашко з Оттави, при 
фортепіяні Йоахим Сетер. 
Вступне слово і привіт обом 
владикам, представникам з уря- 
ду й публіці виголосила Люба 
Федущак, голова едмонтонсько- 
го відділу Конгресу. Тоді збірний 
хор відспівав "Реве та стогне 
Дніпр широкий", при форт. Ірина 
Тарнавська. Могутні слова цієї 
пісні показують, що Шевченко 
прийшов у літературу з вродже- 
ним даром мови, даром від Бога. 
Дуже вміло далі перевела про- 
граму Ліля Пантелюк. Поміж 
точками читала тексти про місію 
Шевченка пов'язаною з україн- 
ським словом. Ці тексти уложила 
Галина Котович. 
Після хору дорослих, хор молоді 
з великим запалом відспівав чоти- 
ри пісні: "Слава Кобзареві" (муз. 
Недільського, форт. обр. С. Яре- 
менка); "Учітеся, брати мої" (муз. 


анс. Рушничок, форт. обр. І Тар- 
навської), а після першої стрічки 
Гануся Куць прекрасно декляму- 
вала вірш "Вічне слово Кобзаря" 
(сл. В. Круковської); "Садок ви- 
шневий коло хати" (форт. обр. I. 
Тарнавської), Л. Івашко навчив 
дітей дуже ніжну інтерпретацію 
цієї пісні; "Гамалія" (муз. О. Ке- 
рекеша, форт. обр. I. Тарнавської), 
ця пісня, з модерною гармонією, 
виконана бравурно-ритмічно. Ве- 
лике признання дітям! 

Лисенко прекрасно розумів 1 
відчував ідейно-мистецькі прин- 
ципи поета, і з усіх композиторів 
лишив нам найбільше музики до 
слів Шевченка - 98! Був в музи- 
ці тим, чим Шевченко в поезії. 
Своїм теплим баритоном, Павло 
Гунька зачарував публіку вибра- 
ними творами Шевченка: "У не- 
ділю вранці рано" (муз. М. Ли- 
сенка); "За думою дума? (муз. Я. 
Степового); "Якби зустрілися ми 
знову? (муз. М. Лисенка); "Сере- 
нада Яреми" (муз. М. Лисенка). 

Шевченко був один з перших 
письменників, що творив нову 
українську літературну мову на 
основі того, як говорив нарід. Він 
також охоче приймав у свою по- 
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етичну MOBY критично пересіяні еле- 
менти різних українських діялектів. 
Показав народові, що українська мова 
здатна всьо висловити. Підкреслюючи 
цю тему, Оля Миц прочитала вірш В. 
Самійленка "Українська мова" ("Ді- 
ямант дорогий на дорозі лежав..."). 

Шевченко ціле життя боровся за 
суверенітет української мови в укра- 
їнському суспільстві: "... у їх народ і 
слово (москалів), і в нас народ і сло- 
во...". 3a це слово Москва покарала 
його десятма роками казарми. Тоді 
Роман Британ прочитав доповідь про 
повісті Т. Шевченка (текст Г. Котович, 
джерела: Іван Дзюба, Євген Сверсток, 
Павло Зайцев). Скорочений текст 
доповіді: 

Підчас останніх 5 років назасланні, 
Шевченко писав, окрім українських 
віршів таємно, 9 повістей російською 
мовою, що розраховував на друк у 
російських журналах. Хотів показа- 
ти російській публіці, незнайомою 
із життям на Україні, що Україна 
має своє обличчя, культуру, історію 
відмінні від Росії, що кожний нарід 
повинен зберігати свої традиції та 
мову. Також включив свої погля- 
ди проти кріпаччини і думки, як 
техніч-ний прогрес тих часів міг би 


полегши-ти працю селянина. А y 


повісті "Близнята" точно опи- 
саний побут і звичаї в Україні 
1820-40 років, про яких маємо 
мало інформації з інших дже- 
рел. Шевченка псевдонім був 
Кобзар Дармограй. Проте, 
українські приятелі холодно 
прийняли ці повісті "їхнього 
Кобзаря". Російські журнали 
не хотіли їх друкувати, яких 
стиль був 10 років позад того- 
часної "моди". А літературні 
науковці аж багато літ пізніше 
їх оцінили позитивно, підхо- 
дячи до них з іншими крите- 
ріями, ніж поезій Шевченка. 
Великий укра-їнський літера- 
турознавець Сергій Єфремов 
назвав повісті Т. Шевченка 
"занедбаною спадщиною". 

Після доповіді, Павло Гунь- 
ка ще раз співав: "Понад по- 
лем іде?" (муз. М. Лисенка); 
"Минають дні" (муз. С. Турке- 
вич - перша українська жінка 
композитор); "Минають дні? 
(муз. М. Лисенка). Його пре- 
красна інтерпретація пісень 
дійсно притягаюча сила і пу- 
бліка стоячи наділила його до- 
вгими оплесками. 

Струнний квартет Стратко- 
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Ha - чотири професійні музикан- 
ти - Дженифер Бустин, Шеннон 
Джонсон, Сара Вудман, Джозе- 
фін ван Лір - не-українки, з ве- 
ликим розумінням заграли два 
твори: "Прелюдія пам'яті Т. Г. 
Шевченка", фортепіяновий твір 
Я. Степового, що переробила для 
струнного квартету Анна Козак, 
скрипаль едмонтонської симфо- 
нії. Другий твір: "Квартет для 
двох скрипок, віолі та віольон- 
yeni” (муз. М. Лисенка). Цей твір 
для струнних інструментів один 
з перших того роду в українській 
музичній літературі. Публіка те- 
пло прийняла виступ квартету. 

Остання точка концерту - хо- 
рова кантата Лисенка "Б'ють 
пороги", що співав збірний хор, 
дир. Л. Івашко, при фортепіяні 
— Йоахим Cerrep (бас-баритон 
- Павло Гунька; тенор - Маркі- 
ян Говда; квартет: Лілея Волян- 
ська, Вікторія Калке, Маркіян 
Говда, Богдан Криницький). Цей 
твір написаний підчас подоро- 
жі Лисенка на Дніпрові пороги 
й Хортицю. Зміст кантати - це 
героїчне минуле України що про- 
пало, а повне надії закінчення 
твору переходить до найвищого 
ступеня звукової сили хору: "От 
де люди, наша слава, слава Укра- 
їни!" Стоячи публіка наділила 
хористів і диригента бурхливими 
оплесками. 

У  заключнім слові голова 
Українського Музичного Товари- 
ства Альберти Люба Бойко-Белл 
подякувала всім виконавцям за 
успіх концерту й публіці за при- 
сутність. Підкреслила, що ша- 
нувати Шевченка можемо най- 
краще, шануючи його мову, хто 
як може, в родинах і в своєму 
українському оточенні. Згада- 
ла про святкування Шевченка в 
Об'єднаних Націях підчас Інтер- 
національного дня рідної мови 
27 лютого 2014 р. А наші герої 
Майдану, головно поляглі, здій- 
снили слова Шевченка: "Кайда- 
ни порвіте, волю окропіте!" 

Концерт закінчився україн- 
ським славнем, музика М. Вер- 
бицького. Хор співав усі три 
стрічки, а маєстро Л. Івашко 
диригував хором і публікою, яка 
співала першу стрічку й три рази 
приспів. Цей концерт, що був на 
дійсно високому рівні, дав гро- 
маді Едмонтону нагоду виявити 
любов і пошану до Батьківщини 
й Шевченка у цей тяжкий час, 
i відчути іскру надії на кращу 
долю України в майбутнім. 
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PHOTO — ST. MARTIN SCHOOL 


From left to right: Veronica Mykhalek, Khrystyna Petrivska and Nathan Kasowski (all Grade 6 students) 


Ukrainian folk tale presented at St. Martin 


(UkrNews)—Over 100 parents 
ttended the morning perform- 
nce of the Ukrainian folk story 
Jomovyk, at St Martin Catholic 
Летепіагу School in Edmonton, 
March 25. 

All students from K — Grade 6 
articipated in this presentation — 


the culmination of an Artist in Res- 
idence program led by Ukrainian 
folklorist Vincent Reese. 

The story of Domovyk is a fan- 
tastical tale that mixes folk culture 
with history in a fun and engag- 
ing way for children of all ages. 
A Domovyk is a house spirit that 


lives behind the peech or oven in 
traditional Ukrainian homes. Our 
story takes place in a typical village 
in Halychyna or Galicia in the late 
180075, just as thousands of Ukrai- 
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Toronto Ukrainian Festival 
makes top 100 in Ontario 


(BWVTUF)—For the second year in a row, the Bloor West Village 
[oronto Ukrainian Festival has been named one of the “Top 100 Festi- 
yals and Events” in Ontario by Festivals & Events Ontario (FEO), the 
rovincial not-for-profit tourism association devoted to the growth of the 
festivals and events industry in Ontario. 

Now in its 18th year, the annual Bloor West Village Toronto Ukrainian 
Festival (BWVTUF) has established itself as one of the premier Ukrain- 
an festivals in North America, attracting some 600,000 visitors of widely 
Jiverse backgrounds from across Canada, the US and abroad to its free, 
family-focused, three-day street event. 

The 2014 “Top 100” awards were presented at the closing gala of the 
FEO annual conference “Excite and Energize” in Richmond Hill on 
March 1. Submissions were received in the fall of 2013 and were re- 
viewed by an independent panel of judges. Ontario is the setting for more 
than 5,000 events and festivals each year. 

The 2014 Bloor West Village Toronto Ukrainian Festival will take 
place from Friday, September 12 to Sunday, September 14 on Bloor St. 
W. between Jane St. and Glendonwynne Rd. Highlights will include 
international and local performers on two full-time stages, delicious food, 
cultural displays, a midway, the crowd-pleasing parade, a sidewalk sale 
by merchants of BWV, an outdoor beer garden, a film festival, vendor 
kiosks and street dances. 

The Festival is proud to be an event of the Bloor West Village Business 
Improvement Area and its chair is а member of the BWVBIA board. The 
Festival is a member of Tourism Toronto, Attractions Ontario, Festivals 
& Events Ontario and SOCAN. 

Jurij Klufas, Festival chair, says his committee has worked diligently 
to develop a strong relationship with the City of Toronto. “The realization 
of this annual Festival is the result of an ambitious and intense effort and 
would not be possible without the gracious and generous help of spon- 
sors, community partners, supporters, related associations and cultural 
organizations.” 


nians are preparing to immigrate to 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Canada for a better life. Domovyk Easter Dinner Buffet 

takes it upon himself to set out on a = й 

journey around Ukraine and gather 5 gape 8:30 pm 453 

up all the most important nuggets Reservations: 780.453.6508 
of Ukrainian culture. He wants to 

ensure that his family has every- Adults $28.95 
thing they need to set up a new life Seniors $26.95 


and at the same time maintain all 
the traditions of their ancestors. 

Domovyk and His Magical 
Ukrainian Journey is a dance the- 
atre production that incorporates 
language, history and culture by 
using song, dance and acting. This 
engaging approach to exploring 
Ukrainian culture makes it fun and 
interesting. 


Children (10-12) $16.95 
Children (2-9) 5 1.75/year 
+ GST + 15% automatic gratuity for groups of 8 ог more 


CHATEAU LOUIS HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTRE 


11727 Kingsway NW, Edmonton, AB TSG ЗАЇ 


780.452.7770 chateaulouis.com 1.800.661.9843 


What good is a strong economy without a strong society? 


Alberta’s Liberal Opposition believes... 


м Workers’ rights and pensions 
М Access to health care 

м Affordable education 

М Respect for seniors 

м/ Environmental protection 


Learn more and let us know what you think! 


@AlbertaLiberals | www.LiberalOpposition.com 


Liberal 


ALBERTA LIBERAL OPPOSITION 
Strong Economy. Strong Society. 


Шевченка вшанували в М 


Христина Ластовецька 

Непереможного борця, He- 
перевершеного митця, майстра 
слова та пера достойно вшану- 
вала українська громада у місті 
Монреаль 9 березня 2014р. Ось 
уже більше 70 років поспіль, 
Монреальський відділ Конгресу 
Українців Канади бере на себе 
ініціативу підготовки концерту, 
присвяченому світлій ( пам'яті 
кобзаря. Цьогорічний концерт з 
нагоди Двохсотріччя з Дня народ- 
ження Тараса Григоровича Шев- 
ченка, організований активістами 
KYKy, став справжньою подією 
для тих, в кому палає вогнонь 
любові до України. Дзвеніло Та- 
расове слово у піснях, гучно лу- 
нало в уривках поем, переймало 
дух у віршах і проймало душу 
вічною актуальністю та глибоким 
змістом. Завдяки майстерності 
виконавців, глядач відкривав для 
себе все нові грані творчості цьо- 
го геніального поета, письменни- 
ка, громадського та політичного 
діяча. На вдало прикрашеній 
сцені Дому Української молоді 
красувалась змонтована постать 
Тараса Шевченка, ніби він тут, 
сьогодні і зараз, присутній з нами 
і переживає за долю України та 
закликає нас : роррікеоя; поборе- 
те!». 


Ukrainian Меуму5/Українські вісті, March 27 - April 9, 27 березня - 9 квітня, aa 


ФОТО — К МАЛОЗДРЕВИЧ 
Зліва до права: Богданна Клецор-Гаврилюк, голова культурно-освітнього комітету при КУК; Зорянна 
Гриценко-Лугова, голова Монреальського відділу КУК та видатні учасники і гості у передному ряді. 


суму та тривоги звучала у кож- 
ному виконанні творів Шевчен- 
ка. Проведений концерт знову 
об'єднав канадських українців 
різних поколінь та генерацій. Ра- 
зом захоплювались талантом на- 
ших діточок, разом затамовували 
подих від бриніння струн такої 
до болю рідної бандури, разом 
сумували за втратою незапереч- 
них героїв Небесної сотні під 
виконання пісні «Пливе кача», 
разом, крізь сльзи, сміялись 3 


підспівували хору «Відлуння», 


разом..... Ми - разом! Ми - 
нація! J нехай ми далеко від 
України, али нестримна лю- 


бов до нашої держави об'єднує 
нас споконвік і особливо зараз, 
коли нам боляче й тривожно 
за долю нашої країни. Особли- 
во доречним був виступ голови 
Світового Конгресу Українців, 
адв. Євгена Чолія. Його мудрий 
заклик, запозичений у Шевченка, 
до боротьби за рідний край, до 


підбадьорюючі слова про те, що 
«з нами Бог» додали оптимізму 
та впевненості у неминучості пе- 
ремоги. Інформативною та зво- 
рушливою була головна доповідь 
Надії Олійник. Сидячи у залі, 
кожного присутнього переймало 
почуття гордості за Україну, за 
український талант, за нашу бага- 
ту і таку автентичну культуру, за 
розмаїту вишивку і за внутрішнє 
багатство. Звучали пісні та вірші 
і час зупинявся чи то заслухав- 


онреалі 


вавшись красою українки... 

Особливу подяку я хотіла б 
висловити організаторам кон- 
церту, за вашу нелегку, але таку 
плідну працю. Незважаючи на 
те, що ми живемо в еміграції, 
важко уявити, скільки праці 
вкладено в організацію трьохго- 
динного українського концерту. 
Великих зусиль та незлічених 
годин роботи для великої 
справи He  пожаліла голова 
культурно-освітнього комітету 
при КУК, Богданна Клецор- 
Гаврилюк. Власне, завдяки (її 
плідній співпраці із головою 
Монреальського відділу КУК, 
Зорянною | Гриценко-Луговою 
та іншими активними членами 
організації, нам і пощастило на- 
солодитися прекрасним. 

Спасибі усім виконавцям за чу- 
дову участь, спасибі Богу, за ваші 
таланти! Дякую кожному, хто 
хоча б якимось чином долучив- 
ся до організації концерту. Адже 
ваш труд - це великий вклад у 
розвиток української культу- 
ри, у збереження українських 
цінностей, а особливо, у вихо- 
вання підростаючого покоління, 
яке і стане носієм вікових над- 
бань. Ваша праця - безцінна, 
ваші зусилля - дорожчі від золо- 
та, серця ваші - гарячі, а душі — 


Вшановуючи кобзаря, нотка уривку комедії 


«Сон», 


разом  відстояння цілісності України та 


шись ніжну мелодію, чи замилу- 


збагачені добром. 


До «бандерівців» завітали гості зі Сходу 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

80 студентів із Донеччини провели вихідні 22-23 
березня у Львові. Вони відгукнулися на запрошення 
львівських ровесників, які ініціювали акцію «Зі сходу на 
захід». Три дні поспіль молодь знайомилася із містом, 
намагаючись змінити своє уявлення про «західняків» і 
розвіяти численні стереотипи про «бандерівців». 

Зі 120 студентів, які зголосились приїхати у Львів, 40 
здали квитки в останній день перед виїздом. Молодих 
людей не відпустили їхні рідні, які боялись, що з тими 
щось станеться. А дехто побоявся приїхати, думаючи, 
що на Донеччині запровадять військовий стан. 

Пропаганда на російських телеканалах, яка в останні 
місяці дуже агресивна 1 брехлива, зомбувала багатьох 
мешканців східних регіонів, розповіли Радіо Свобода 
студенти, які приїхали у Львів. Більшість із них упер- 
ше у місті Лева. Вони кажуть, що досі у їхньому місті 
переважно серед людей старших існують неправдиві 
уявлення про львів'ян, зокрема, що тут переслідують за 
російську мову, вбивають тих, хто не є «бандерівцем», 
хоча й не розуміють значення цього терміну. 

- Деякі родичі боялись нас відпускати. Молодь не боялась, 
ми приїхали, щоб доказати, що мова не може роз'єднати 
український народ. Добре, що є така акція, яка допомагає 
студентам вплинути на наших батьків, щоб вони зрозуміли, 
що немає мовних бар'єрів, що все у Львові нормально і 
спокійно. Переконалась, що ніяких бар'єрів не існує. 


- Ті хто, за єдину Україну, хвилюються, люди бояться на 
вулиці виходити, бо у нас багато чужих, підозрілих осіб. 

- Нам не було страшно їхати, страшніше зараз у До- 
нецьку. Не всі люди толерантні, ситуація напружена. 

- Перш за все люди дбають про роботу, а хто не 
працює, той за Росію, наші мітинги, проукраїнські, 
відбуваються після 18 години, після роботи, а ті, що за 
Росію ті приїхали 1 вони там постійно стоять, - говорили 
студенти з Донецька i Маріуполя. 

Власне у Львів приїхали ті донецькі студенти, які не 
вірять і ігнорують російську пропаганду. Львівський му- 
зикант, львовознавець Ілько Лемко під час екскурсії Льво- 
вом розвіював міфи про місто. За його дослідженнями, 
кожен третій мешканець Львова російськомовний, а у 
центральній частині 70% мешканців теж російськомовні. 
А причиною є те, що після Другої Світової війни, коли 
залишилось менше 10% корінного населення, місто ма- 
сово населяли східняками 1 росіянами. 

«Перший стереотип — Львів місто русофобське. 90% 
етнічні українці, але третина з них - російськомовні. 
Львів - католицьке місто, але взагалі греко-католицька 
віра більш православна, ніж католицька. Львів місто 
націоналістичне, але за 22 роки незалежності України 
не було жодного випадку зневаги до людей іншої 
національності», - наголосив Ілько Лемко. 

Десять років тому студенти Українського католиць- 
кого університету розпочали акцію «Схід i Захід - ра- 


зом». Щороку запрошують своїх ровесників з різних 
українських регіонів на Різдво i Великдень у Львів, 
щоб спільно розвіювати міфи і краще пізнавати один 
про одного. Цьогоріч захід «Зі сходу на захід» трива- 
тиме десять тижнів, бо важливо нині подолати cTepeo- 
типи східняків про західників, щоб ті зрозуміли, що у 
Львові ніхто нікого не переслідує через українську мову, 
релігійну приналежність, що галичани не живуть за ра- 
хунок донеччан. 

Акцію «3i сходу на захід» підтримали мерія Львова і 
підприємці, останні надали для молоді безкоштовне про- 
живання у хостелах і харчування. Львівські екскурсово- 
ди теж працюють на волонтерських засадах. Донецькі 
студенти зізнались, що за власні кошти було б склад- 
но їм приїхати у Львів.За три дні перебування у місті 
вони переконались, що Львів європейське місто, з толе- 
рантним ставленням до людей різних національностей, 
віросповідання, що тут не переслідують за мову, культу- 
py. Гцими враженнями поділяться зі своїми ровесниками 
донецькі студенти: «Ми розповсюдимо інформацію про 
наш візит у ЗМІ i я сподіваюсь достукатись до їхніх сер- 
дець», зауважила студентка з Донецька Дарія. 

Можливо, розповідь донецької молоді подолає страх 
батьків. Адже вже у найближчу п'ятницю у Львів приїде 
наступна група студентів зі східних областей. Лише живий 
контакт і спілкування поміж людьми може перемогти брех- 
ливу російську пропаганду, переконані учасники акції. 


У Конгресі вважають, що Обама недостатньо рішуче д 


Тетяна Ворожко, Голос Америки 

Палата представників американського Конгресу прий- 
няла законопроект, згідно з яким уряд гарантує приватні 
кредити для України на суму в | мільярд доларів. 3a ньо- 
го проголосувало 385 конгресменів, а от 23 конгресмени 
його підтримати відмовилися. 

Зміст сенатської версії законопроекту виклав на 
сторінках газети "Вашингтон Пост' її автор, голова Ce- 
натського комітету з закордонних справ Роберт Менен- 
дес. Окрім надання кредитних гарантій Україні розміром 
в | мільярд доларів, що передбачає законопроект Палати 
представників, Менендес також запропонував надати 
50 мільйонів доларів на підтримку демократії, держав- 
ного управління та громадянського суспільства. Ще 100 
мільйонів доларів пропонується виділити на зміцнення 
співпраці США у сфері безпеки з Україною та іншими 
країнами Центральної та Східної Європи. 

Запропонував сенатор i накладення додаткових 
санкцій - проти росіян, «причетних чи відповідальних 
за масштабну корупцію». 

Законопроект також доручає Адміністрації Барака Оба- 
ми надати допомогу уряду України у виявленні активів, 
викрадених відстороненим президентом України Віктором 
Януковичем, Сім'єю та іншими колишніми або чинними 


українськими урядовцями. Один з соратників Менендеса 
Джон Маккейн пояснює стратегію законодавчого органу 
США відносно Росії та України: 

«Конгрес може вдатися до кількох кроків. Один з 
них буде накласти санкції на осіб, особливо олігархів 
в оточенні Путіна, які відповідальні за смерть 
Магнітського та за інші порушення прав людини та 
корупцію. Ми також мусимо розмістити наші систе- 
ми протиракетної оборони в Чеській республіці та в 
Польщі, швидкими темпами прийняти Грузію та Мол- 
дову до НАТО, а також вдатися до ще кількох кроків, які 
змусять Путіна змінити свою поведінку. Але спочатку 
ми мусимо зрозуміти, ким є Путін. Припиняйте гово- 
рити про гнучкість. Припиняйте влаштовувати переза- 
вантаження відносин. Зрозумійте, Путін - полковник 
КГБ, який вважає, що найбільшою катастрофою 20-го 
сторіччя був розвал Радянського Союзу». 

Напередодні | Палата представників ухвалила 
резолюцію, що засуджує порушення суверенітету 
України російськими збройними силами і закликала 
до розміщення міжнародних спостерігачів в Криму та 
інших регіонах України. Минулого тижня відбулися слу- 
хання в щодо цієї резолюції. 

«Ця резолюція засуджує порушення українського 


єщодо України 


суверенітету, незалежності та територіальної цілісності 
України військами російської федерації. Вона заявляє, 
що українці мають право самі визначати своє майбутнє 
без зовнішнього втручання. Важливо, що ця резолюція 
закликає Адміністрацію працювати разом з нашими 
союзниками, щоб встановити візові, фінансові та інші 
санкції. Дії Росії не можуть бути безкарними», - пояснив 
її автор конгресмен Ед Ройс. 

Резолюція, яку підтримали 403 конгресмени, є та- 
кож двопартійним сигналом Адміністрації США, що 
конгресмени очікують більш рішучих дій США на 
міжнародній арені. 

«Пояснення Путіна щодо його дій в Криму сміхотворні. 
Путін сказав, що він зобов'язаний захищати росіян в Кри- 
му. Насправді Крим був частиною Росії останній раз ще в 
1954 році, коли мені було три роки. Його аргументи слабкі, 
а дії порушують міжнародне право. Але існує сприйнят- 
тя, що в у світі існує вакуум влади. І злодії намагаються 
цим скористатися - на Близькому Сході, в Південно- 
Китайському морі, зараз в Україні. На протязі останніх 
кількох тижнів ми чули від Білого дому слова про наслідки 
та речення типу «розглядаються усі варіанти». Я побоюся, 
що наші союзники та друзі починають думати, що США не 
вистачає рішучості», - вважає конгресмен Стів Чебот. 
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G7 leaders 
exclude Moscow 


(RFE/RL)—Leaders from the Group of 
Seven (G7) major industrial powers have 
suspended their participation in the G-8 with 
Russia and expressed support for the Ukrain- 
jan government, warning of “significant con- 
sequences” for Moscow’s actions and adding 
that Russia “has a clear choice to make.” 

A strongly worded statement following 
the group’s crisis meeting on the sidelines of 
a nuclear summit in The Hague demanded 
that Russia “respect Ukraine’s territorial in- 
tegrity and sovereignty, begin discussions 
with the Government of Ukraine, and avail 
itself of offers of international mediation and 
monitoring to address any legitimate con- 
cers.” 

It poured criticism on Russia for its “il- 
legal attempt to annex Crimea in contraven- 
tion of international law.” 

The leaders of Canada, Britain, France, 
Germany, Italy, Japan, and the United States 
agreed to move a planned G8 summit this 
summer from Sochi, Russia, to Brussels, 
saying, “We suspend our participation in the 
G-8 until Russia changes course.” 

The group remains “ready to intensify ac- 
tions including coordinated sectoral sanc- 
tions that will have an increasingly signifi- 
cant impact on the Russian economy, if Rus- 
sia continues to escalate this situation.” 


The statement came after Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergei Lavrov and acting Ukrainian 
Foreign Minister Andriy Deshchytsya met 
on the sidelines of the same Hague summit. 

The meeting was said to have been re- 
quested by the Ukrainian side, which Moscow 
accuses of being illegitimate following the 
ouster of pro-Moscow Ukrainian President 
Viktor Yanukovych in late February. 

Lavrov said he and Deshchytsya discussed 
“contemporary events and tasks, which... 
need to be considered in order to overcome 
the internal Ukrainian crisis.” 

“A wide-ranging constitutional reform — 
and let me stress, with the participation of all 
regions — must be launched [in Ukraine],” 
Lavrov said. “We cannot impose that on 
Ukzainian figures. Nevertheless, this is our 
assessment of the situation that has unfolded 
there. It will be very difficult to overcome 
a deep internal crisis in Ukraine without 
it. This is, by the way, what I told acting 
Uktainian Foreign Minister Andriy Desh- 
chitsya who asked me for a meeting. We told 
him what steps, in our opinion, the leaders 
appointed by the [Ukrainian] Rada [parlia- 
ment] ought to take in order to finally estab- 
lish a proper pan-Ukrainian dialogue.” 

Т аугоу said President Vladimir Putin had 
instructed him to meet with Deshchytsya. 


IMF agrees on 


$14-18 billion 


bailout package for Ukraine 


(RFE/RL)—The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has promised to loan of between 
$14 billion and $18 billion to cash-strapped 
Ulzaine. 

After two weeks of talks in Kyiv, the IMF 
said in statement on March 27 that it had 
reached “a staff-level agreement with the au- 
thorities of Ukraine on an economic reform 
program that can be supported by a two-year 
Stand-By Arrangement with the IMF.” 

It said the precise amount would be de- 
termined “once all bilateral and multilateral 
support is accounted for.” 

The loan will help prop up Ukraine’s 
struggling economy, further weakened lately 
by three months of antigovernment protests 
and the subsequent annexation of its Cri- 
mean Peninsula by Russia. 

Prime Minister Arseniy Yatsenyuk said 
soon after the IMF announcement that 
Ukraine’s treasury was nearly empty. 

“In 2014, the country lacks 289 billion 
hryvnia [$26 billion], which is almost the 
amount of the entire state budget for the cur- 
rent year,” he said. 

The IMF said Ukraine “has achieved some 
stability” following the “intense economic 
and political turbulence of recent months” 
but said it still faced “difficult challenges.” 

The loan, which hinges on structural re- 
forms that Ukraine has pledged to undertake, 
will unlock further credits to reach a total of 
$27 billion in international support over the 
next two years. 

It is subject to approval by the IMF’s 
Executive Board, expected to come in April. 

In Washington, the White House wel- 
comed the agreement as “a powerful sign of 
Support from the international community 


for the Ukrainian government.” 

Yatsenyuk said Ukraine’s gross domestic 
product (GDP) could fall dramatically with- 
out the IMF loan. 

“Tf these laws [needed to meet IMF loan 
conditions] are not accepted, we predict 
a default and a 10 percent decrease in the 
GDP,” he said. 

Speaking in parliament, he said inflation this 
year would be between 12 and 14 percent. 

Ukraine’s confrontation with Moscow 
over Crimea is likely to deal a further blow 
to its economy. 

“We [also] predict that the Russian Fed- 
eration will be reducing the scope of bilateral 
trade during the current year,” Yatsenyuk said. 
“Tt may have an additional negative effect of 
minus | percent from the GDP growth.” 

Yatsenyuk. said the price Ukraine paid for 
Russian gas supplies would rise 79 percent 
from April 1 - - 0 $480 per 1,000 cubic meters. 

“The first risk is the so-called energy prob- 
lem,” Yatsenyuk said. “Raising the price for 
gas twofold will lead to very difficult con- 
sequences for the entire Ukrainian economy 
and Ukrainian population. That’s the price 
for Ukrainian independence — a twofold 
hike in prices for Russian energy.” 

The Ukrainian government on March 26 
said it had agreed to raise the price of gas to 
the domestic consumer by more than 50 per- 
cent starting on May 1. The price hike was a 
long-standing demand made by the IMF and 
one that President Viktor Yanukovych had re- 
fused to make before his ouster in February. 

Moscow claims Kyiv also owes it more 
than $10 billion for gas deliveries. 

According to Yatsenyuk, “Ukraine is on the 
edge of economic and financial bankruptcy.” 


Firtash released on $172 million bail 


(RFE/RL)—Ukrainian businessman Dmy- 
tro Firtash has been released from detention 
after Austrian authorities say they verified 
that the 125 million euros ($172 million) bail 
he posted was not money obtained illegally. 

The amount is a record sum for bail in 
Austrian history. A Vienna court said on 
March 21 that Firtash was released after he 
pledged he would not leave Austria. 

The oligarch transferred money for bail 


earlier that week, but Austrian investiga- 
tors wanted to check into the origins of the 
money before freeing him from detention. 

Firtash was arrested in Vienna on March 
12 at the request of U.S. authorities. 

He has been under investigation in the 
United States since 2006 for bribery and 
forming a criminal organization. 

Firtash was a supporter of ousted Ukrain- 
ian President Viktor Yanukovych. 
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Kyiv signs EU 
agreement as Putin 


signs 


RFE/RL)—Moscow has completed the 
process of making Ukraine’s Crimea part 
of Russia, as Ukraine’s prime minister, in 
a highly symbolic move, signed a political 
cooperation agreement with the European 
Union. 

And the European Union has released the 
names of 12 more Russians and Ukrainians 
who are being hit with sanctions to punish 
Russia over the Crimea annexation. 

President Vladimir Putin signed laws on 
the incorporation of Crimea into the Rus- 
sian Federation on March 21 after the upper 
house ratified the annexation treaty earlier 
in the day. The State Duma, the lower house 
of parliament, overwhelmingly backed the 
treaty in a session the previous day. 

Ukraine has said it will continue to fight 
for Crimea’s “liberation.” 

Many states have rejected the annexation 
as a clear violation of international law, and 
the United States and the European Union 
have imposed two rounds of targeted sanc- 
tions over the move. 

EU President Herman Van Rompuy said 
the signing early on March 21 of political 
chapters of the Association Agreement with 
Ukraine showed how important the relation- 
ship between the two sides is. 

“Today, we are signing the [association] 
agreement’s political provisions,” Van Rom- 
puy said. “It shows our steadfast support for 
the course the people of Ukraine have cour- 
ageously pursued. Today is but the opening 
act. We expect to soon sign the agreement’s 
remaining parts, not least the economic pro- 
visions. Together with the political ones, 
they form a single instrument.” 

Van Rompuy and other EU leaders signed 
the agreement with Ukraine’s Prime Minis- 
ter Arseniy Yatsenyuk on the sidelines of an 
EU summit in Brussels. The two sides signed 
three of the seven chapters of the agreement. 

“This deal covers the most existential and 
most important issues, mainly security and 
defense cooperation,” Yatsenyuk said. “This 
deal will establish a joint decision-making 
body, which is to facilitate the process of real 
reforms in my country. And this deal meets 
the aspirations of millions of Ukrainians that 
want to be a part of the European Union.” 


Crimea annexation 


It was the refusal by ousted President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych to sign association and free- 
trade agreements with the EU in November 
2013 that triggered months of crisis. 

On the first day of the EU summit on 
March 20, EU leaders warned against any 
steps by Russia to further destabilize the 
situation in Ukraine. 

Both the United States and the European 
Union also expanded their respective sanc- 
tions lists. The United States imposed sanc- 
tions on allies of President Vladimir Putin, 
as well as Bank Rossiya, which has close ties 
to the Russian leadership. 

In retaliation, the Russian Foreign Min- 
istry banned nine U.S. lawmakers and offi- 
cials from traveling to Russia. 

With its 12 additions, the EU has now im- 
posed sanctions on more than 30 Russians 
and Ukrainians in the past week: 

The new names on the list include Pu- 
tin advisers Sergei Glazyev and Vladislav 
Surkov, Federation Council Chairwoman 
Valentina Matviyenko, and Sergei Narysh- 
kin, the State Duma lower house. 

Dmitry Kiselyov, the TV journalist who 
warned the United States could be turned 
“into radioactive ash” is also on the list, as 
well as Igor Turchenyuk, who the EU says is 
“the de-facto commander of Russian troops 
deployed on the ground in Crimea. В 

Putin on March 21 said there was no need 
for Russia to further retaliate against U.S. 
sanctions. 

In televised comments, the Russian 
president also quipped that he would open 
an account with Bank Rossiya. 

Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov, speaking 
to the Federation Council ahead of the vote, 
said Western sanctions against Russian of- 
ficials were irrational and would create un- 
necessary barriers. 

The Federation Council in a statement de- 
nounced the sanctions as “political blackmail.” 

United Nations Secretary-General Ban Ki- 
moon, on a visit to Kyiv on March 21, urged 
respect for Ukraine’s sovereignty. 

Ban was speaking after talks with acting 
Ukrainian President Oleksandr Turchynov, 
who said Ukraine will never accept Russia’s 
seizure of Crimea. 


Russia issuing passports in Crimea; 
Ukraine introducing visas for Russians 


(RFE/RL)—Russia has begun issuing 
Russian passports to residents of Crimea, 
saying they are now Russian citizens. 

Ukraine, meanwhile, has said the Foreign 
Ministry will start introducing a visa regime 
for Russians wanting to visit Ukraine. 

Russia said it would study Ukraine’s move 
before deciding whether to introduce a visa 
regime for Ukrainians. 

Officials in Ukraine also said they would 
withdraw from the Russian-led Common- 
wealth of Independent States (CIS), which 
groups ex-Soviet countries. 

Earlier in the day, Ukrainian authorities 


resigned from holding the one-year rotating 
chairmanship of the CIS. 

Ukraine, along with Russia and Belarus, 
was among the founders of the CIS after the 
1991 collapse of the Soviet Union. 

Announcing that passports had begun to 
be issued in Crimea, Russia’s Federal Mi- 
gration Service chief Konstantin Romoda- 
novsk also said there are growing signs of 
what he called “a humanitarian catastrophe 
in Ukraine.” 

He did not elaborate, but added that “the 
number of elderly and children entering Rus- 
sia has doubled” since early March. 


U.S. lawmakers rush to pass Ukraine aid 


(RFE/RL)—U:S. lawmakers are scrambling 
to pass an aid bill for Ukraine and send it to 
President Barack Obama’s desk for signing. 

The House of Representatives and the 
Senate have two separate bills that must be 
reconciled. 

Congressional leaders said there was broad 
bilateral cooperation on getting a single bill 
approved by both houses of Congress. 

The Senate bill would grant $1 billion in 
loan guarantees to Kyiv and an additional 


$100 million in direct aid. 

U.S. Senators John McCain (Republican- 
Arizona) and Lindsey Graham (Republican- 
South Carolina) were pushing for the United 
States to also supply Ukraine with defensive 
weapons and military training. 

U.S. defense officials and analysts have 
said there are between 25,000 and 35,000 
Russian troops massed on Ukraine’s eastern 
border with Russia, and Ukraine has warned 
of a possible invasion. 
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Drinking responsibly means Му Most Sincere Condolences 
not drinking Russian vodka 


(UCCLA)—Responding to the Russian 
invasion, occupation, and illegitimate an- 
nexation of Ukraine’s Crimea, the Ukrainian 
Canadian Civil Liberties Association (UC- 
CLA) is calling upon the Government of 
Ontario to suspend the sale of alcoholic Беу- 
erages produced or exported by the Russian 
Federation through all outlets of the Liquor 
Control Board of Ontario (LCBO). Letters 
asking for this measure to be put into effect 
immediately were sent to the LCBO’s chair- 
man, Edward J Waitzer, with copies to Pre- 
mier Kathleen Wynne and the leaders of the 
opposition parties in the Ontario Legislature, 
Andrea Horwarth and Tim Hudak, on March 
Ais 

Commenting, UCCLA’s chairman, Roman 
W. Zakaluzny, said: “There has been world- 
wide condemnation of the illegal seizure of 
Ukrainian territory by the Russian military 
and the subsequent occupation and annexa- 
tion of Crimea by the Russian Federation. 
Until such a time as Russian forces withdraw 


from Ukraine and stop threatening Ukraine’s 
political independence and territorial integ- 
rity, we want the LCBO to ban all Russian 
Federation products. This campaign has a 
precedent — the LCBO’s prohibition against 
the sale of South African wines in protest 
over that country’s past apartheid policies. 
More recently, bar and restaurant owners 
and members of the LGBT community in 
New York City and elsewhere dumped Rus- 
sian vodka in condemnation of the blatantly 
homophobic and anti-gay policies of Russia. 
As Ontarians and Canadians, we can all do 
our small part to signal a protest against Rus- 
sian imperialism. And as consumers we will 
still have choice, as there are many other bet- 
ter brands of vodka available at the LCBO. 

“By not buying products made by the Rus- 
sian Federation, all Canadians can join us in 
protesting against the illegal annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea. 

“And we remind Canadians to drink re- 
sponsibly — don’t drink Russian vodka.” 


CDGU urges stronger action 


(CDGU)—In a letter to Canada’s Prime 
Minister Stephen Harper from March 17, 
2014, the Canadian Group for Democracy 
in Ukraine (CGDU) offered action items on 
how to deal with the situation in Ukraine. 

The CGDU would like Canada to convince 
the West to use all possible instruments to 
punish and stop Russia’s aggression—sanc- 
tions, isolation and military. 

“Vladimir Putin wants the Four Horsemen 

of the Apocalypse to ride through the world. 
He needs to be stopped now before it’s too 
late,” said CGDU member Oksana Bashuk 
Hepburn from Ottawa. 
“As things stand, the slow, mild response by 
the West is shamefully out of proportion to 
Putin’s swift and ruthless aggression,” said 
Myroslava Oleksiuk (CGDU) of Toronto. 
Sanctions need to be expanded to include 
banks and energy, among others. Putin’s 
name must appear on the West’s sanctions 
lists. “He’s the ringleader.” 

Oksana Shmigelsky (CGDU) of Toronto 
says “Putin must feel pain before releasing 
his jaws off Ukraine. Denying him the G-7 


is too mild. Take away Russia’s membership 
in all international forums including the UN 
Security Council.” 

Most fair-minded people have had enough 
of his lies, insults and brazen violation of 
Russia’s international agreements, including 
the Budapest Memorandum which guaran- 
teed Ukraine’s sovereignty but, instead, gave 
it a Russian military invasion of Crimea. 

The West’s support for Ukraine must in- 
clude immediately, the development of 
Ukraine’s defence and security establish- 
ment with emphasis on the newly formulated 
National Defense Force. However, without 
robust Western military steps there is little 
chance of a pullback of Russia’s military 
forces to their bases, and the restoration of 
Ukraine’s territorial integrity. 

The current tepid response encourages 
further Russia’s aggression, undermines the 
West’s resolve and encourages states to pur- 
sue independent nuclear weapons programs. 

“History has taught us that preparedness is 
the best deterrent is preparedness,” states the 
letter to the Prime Minister. 


Endowment Council seeks reps 


By Andrea Malysh 

During Canada’s first national intern- 
ment operations of 1914-1920 thousands 
of men, women and children were branded 
as “enemy aliens.” Many were imprisoned. 
Stripped of what little wealth they had, 
forced to do heavy labour in Canada’s hin- 
terlands, they were also disenfranchised and 
subjected to other state sanctioned censures 
not because of anything they had done but 
only because of where they had come from, 
who they were. 

In May 2008 the Ukrainian Canadian 
community and the Government of Can- 
ada reached an agreement establishing an 
endowment fund called the Canadian First 
World War Internment Recognition Fund to 
support projects that commemorate and rec- 
ognize the experiences of the ethno-cultural 
communities affected by Canada’s first na- 


tional internment operations of 1914-1920. 
The work of the Fund is overseen by the En- 
dowment Council comprised of seven mem- 
bers and an internee descendent representa- 
tive. 

The Endowment Council is currently 
seeking three representatives from the af- 
fected communities. These appointments are 
for a two year fixed term. 

We invite you to submit names of individ- 
uals along with their resumes by April 30, 
2014. 

Please submit names to: The Canadian 
First World War Internment Recognition 
Fund, 202- 952 Main Street, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, R2W- 3P4, Attention: Andrea 
Malysh, Program Manager 

If you require more information please 
contact the Program Manager toll free at 
1-866-288-7931. 


SUSK to hold national Congress in May 


(SUSK)—The Ukrainian || Canadian 
Students Union (SUSK), is excited to 
announce that the 2014 National SUSK 
Congress, will be held May 8-11, 2014 in 
Toronto, Canada. 

Maidan is a word for a place where 
people meet to deliberate, to speak, and to 
create. With this in mind, SUSK calls upon 
its members, alumni, and supporters to 


participate in #SUSKCongress - A Maidan 
for Ukrainian Canadian Students. 

The 4-day event is dedicated to 
encouraging and challenging leaders of the 
Ukrainian Canadian student community 
to come together, to discuss and deliberate 
relevant questions and issues, and to 
spearhead the future of youth leadership and 
involvement in Canada and Ukraine. 


Cont. from P. 7 

King Herod murdered the innocents because 
he was afraid of a potential rival “King of 
the Jews”. A later Herod beheaded John the 
Baptist for daring to criticize his incestuous 
marriage to his brother’s wife, which was 
contrary to established Jewish law. Should 
Putin manage to be crowned Emperor, if I 
were a betting man taking into account his 
deep devotion, I would put my money on 
him choosing “Emperor Herod III”. Sadly, 
you will miss the coronation ceremony. 

In spite of your banishment, you should 
count your lucky stars that you are only a 
lawyer and not a journalist. Under Putin’s 
regime many journalists critical of him have 
been murdered. Be thankful for small bless- 
ings! 

Since you can no longer travel to Russia, 
you can hopefully avoid being poisoned, 
a fate that befell your fellow black-lister, 
Canadian MP, Irwin Cotler. This long-time 
human rights crusader and warrior against 
anti-Semitism, in 2006 was poisoned while 
on a parliamentary delegation and became 
violently ill. He believes his long record of 
advocacy against Soviet and Russian abuses 
of human rights, motivated the poisoning. 

Actually, a more innocent explanation 
may be that Putin missed that day in KGB 
school when they studied the conditioning 
experiments of famous Russian physiologist, 
Ivan Pavlov, who conducted his experiments 
primarily on dogs. Having missed that day, 
perhaps Putin and his minions thought that a 
drug-trial on a human was appropriate. After 
all, the regime can’t simply rely on propa- 
ganda for conditioning the Russian people to 
remain servile. Since they can’t completely 


control the flow of information on the in- 
ternet, perhaps they were simply trying out 
drug therapy to condition people to remain 
servile, and continue to tolerate a regime of 
“crooks and thieves”. 

Still looking on the bright side, if you are 
an aficionado of Russian propaganda, all 
hope is not lost. You will still be able to en- 
joy it on Russia’s propaganda television net- 
work, Russia Today, which is widely avail- 
able in Canada and other Western countries, 
notwithstanding that Putin’s regime has vir- 
tually eliminated independent media in Rus- 
sia. You can also access their state-controlled 
media on the internet, if the regime does not 
eliminate that also. Lucky you! 

Things could also have been worse! If you 
had been placed on a list of extremists, this 
would render you liable for prosecution un- 
der Russia law, with the definition of extrem- 
ism being deliberately vague to allow the 
prosecution of anyone for anything, at the 
whim of the regime. If you should make the 
list, do not despair. If it survives, the regime 
may wait until after your death to prosecute 
you, see Russia v Magnitsky. 

I apologize for writing in English, but 
I was worried that if I wrote in Ukrainian 
some genius in the Kremlin, might mistake 
the Ukrainian Cyrillic for Russian, and de- 
cide that I need protection in Canada and 
need saving. I already have a+Saviourt, and 
one is enough. 

Again please accept my sincerest condo- 
lences for your great loss! 

Grin and bear it! 

Sincerely yours, 
Thor Broda 
Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 


US and UK residents hold 74% 
of private shares of Gazprom 


By Michael Hennigan, 
Finfacts founder and editor 

A triumphant Vladimir Putin, Russian 
president, announced the annexation of 
Ukraine’s Crimea region, to his power elite 
in the Kremlin’s St. George’s Hall, March 
18. He said about Russia’s enemies in the 
West: “we were cheated again and again, 
with decisions being taken behind our back.” 

The Russian state owns half of the shares 
in gas giant OAO Gazprom while US and 
UK resident shareholders hold 74% of the 
privately held shares, according to JP Mor- 
gan data. 

Some overseas Russian interests may own 
some of the shares but there is significant 
evidence that Western capital underpins the 
regime in the Kremlin. 

The fact that the key energy companies 
that are an essential part of President Vladi- 
mir Putin’s arbitrary control of the former 
communist state, suggests that serious West- 
em economic sanctions in response to the 
seizure of Crimea from Ukraine, would also 
impact business interests in what used to be 


known as the free world. 

Bloomberg News says BP’s stake in Ros- 
neft, run by Putin associate Igor Sechin, is 
the biggest single foreign investment in Rus- 
sia’s oil industry and provides 30% of the 
London-based company’s production, ac- 
cording to Deutsche Bank AG. 

“A downward spiral in Western state re- 
lations with Russia certainly puts BP and 
Exxon in a very uncomfortable position,” 
said Andrew Neff, an analyst at IHS, in an 
e-mailed response to Bloomberg’s questions. 
ЗТ would see a period of awkwardness and 
discomfort, but nothing so dramatic as a 
withdrawal.” 

Reuters estimates that foreigners own 
70% of the shares that are traded on the Mos- 
cow stock market, while big US funds such 
as PIMCO and BlackRock have pumped 
$325bn into stocks and bonds issued by 
Russian companies and the country’s gov- 
ernment, over the past four years. Of that, 
$235bn has been directed toward corporate 
borrowings by the likes of Gazprom and 
state-owned banks like Sberbank. 


50,000 rally in Moscow 
against Crimea intervention 


Around 50,000 people rallied in central 
Moscow March 15 in protest at Russia’s inter- 
vention in Ukraine, a day before the Crimean 
peninsula votes on switching to Kremlin rule. 

Waving both Ukrainian and Russian flags 
and shouting slogans heard during the anti- 
government protests in Kyiv, the demonstra- 
tors urged Russian President Vladimir Putin 
to pull troops back from a Cold War-style 
confrontation, reports Agence France Presse. 

Marchers carried placards reading “Pu- 
tin, get out of Ukraine” and others compar- 
ing Russia’s move on Crimea with the Nazi 
annexation of the Sudetenland as Europe 


rushed headlong into World War II. 

Many of the protesters adopted the chants 
and slogans of Ukraine’s popular uprising 
that ousted President Viktor Yanukovych last 
month. 

University professor Yelena Orlova, 47, 
whose sign read “Ukraine is a sovereign 
state”, said she did not expect the rally 
would change her government’s position, 
but believed it was her duty to speak out. 

“I don’t agree with the policy of Putin,” 
she told AFP. “I am against the annexation 
of Crimea. I think Russia should respect the 
borders of Ukraine.” 
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Ukrainian troops in Crimea face ‘stay ог go’ dilemma 


By Iryna Shtogrin and Ron Synovitz 

(RFE/RL)—Olha’s husband was a _ Ukrainian 
military specialist at the Belbek base near Sevastopol, 
Ukraine’s main air base in Crimea, until it was stormed 
by Russian troops on March 22. 

Now Crimea’s crisis is forcing the couple to choose 
the least bad option for their future. 

They, like the families of thousands of other 
Ukrainian military personnel who’ ve lived their entire 
lives in Crimea, are trapped in a no-man’s land. 

Ukraine’s acting President Oleksandr Turchnyov 
on March 24 ordered Kyiv’s Defense Ministry to 
withdraw all Ukrainian troops from Crimea. 

But many soldiers and their families have no place 
to go on the mainland unless Kyiv provides support. 
But if they stay, they face pressure to swear loyalty 
to Moscow and, according to new legislation, will 
automatically be made Russian nationals unless they 
declare their desire to retain Ukrainian citizenship — 
which they fear could lead to reprisals. 

Meanwhile, defense officials in Kyiv are still 
wrestling with how to transport other loyal Ukrainian 
soldiers — like Olha’s husband — out of a territory 
annexed by Russia and overrun with Russian troops. 

Kyiv wants them to travel in their military vehicles. 
But there is no agreement with Russia allowing the 
overland withdrawal of Ukrainian military convoys. 

The 22-year-old Olha— who asked that her husband 
not be named out of fear of attacks from pro-Russian 
Crimeans — tells RFE/RL they can only wait in their 
rented Sevastopol apartment to see what happens. “We 


need something concrete. Some orders. Some clarity,” 
she says. “Some assurances about what we can expect 
tomorrow.” 

Turchnyoy announced the need for a withdrawal 
after Russian forces seized military installations 
across the peninsula. He said it was necessary because 
of Russian military threats to the lives of Ukrainian 
soldiers and their families. 

A brigade of Ukrainian marines was evacuated by 
sea after their Black Sea naval base at Feodosiya was 
overrun by Russian forces on March 24. 

The Defense Ministry would not reveal their 
new location. But according to media reports the 
brigade has been moved to a southeastern base in the 
Henichesk region, on the Ukrainian mainland adjacent 
to Crimea. 

The Defense Ministry has also formed a commission 
to determine where to relocate soldiers who have not 
yet withdrawn. But their deliberations about troop 
movements are a closely kept military secret amid 
the heightened alert over Russian forces massed on 
Ukraine’s eastern borders. 

On March 25, with growing public anger about the 
handling of the Crimean crisis and the dilemma for 
loyal Ukrainian soldiers, the country’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, dismissed acting Defense Minister 
Thor Tenyukh. 

Olha says she hopes Kyiv’s political leadership will 
announce a decision soon about future jobs, housing, 
and other support for troops who remain loyal to 
Ukraine. So far, soldiers and families have been told 


only that they will have temporary hotel accommodations and medical 


benefits. 


“Now, apart from the people’s support, they don’t have any support. 
Apart from the [Ukrainian] people who believe in them, they have 


nothing left,” Olha says. 


Both Olha and her husband are from the Black Sea resort town of 
Alushta on Crimea’s southern coast. They have lived all their lives in 
Crimea. Olha’s mother-in-law still lives in Alushta and refuses to leave. 
The couple worries they will never see her again if they leave. 

If they stay, they fear ominous signs about the treatment of soldiers 
who’ve refused to renounce their loyalty to Ukraine. The fate of six loyal 
Ukrainian military officers remains unknown after they were captured 
during the takeover of their bases by Russian forces in recent days. 

Colonel Yuliy Mamchur, the commander at Belbek, is among them. 
Mamchur’s wife, Larisa, says that pro-Russian Crimeans have been 


mistreating their family. 


Their daughter was a top student at Crimea State Medical University 
in Simferopol before Russian troops were deployed on February 28. A 
week later, on March 7, Larisa says a pro-Russian professor flunked her 
daughter because her well-known father was a “bad Crimean.” Since 
then, the daughter has moved to Vinnytsa National Medical University, 
where she was accepted on the basis of her earlier grades. 

Olha says the wives of loyal Ukrainian soldiers now receive 
anonymous, threatening phone calls from Russian-speaking men telling 
them to convince their husbands to renounce their loyalty oaths to 


Ukraine. Olha refuses to do so. 


“As the wife of a military man, as a civilian person, I’m just very 
afraid that in five or 10 years the situation will change. History moves 
on. And I am very much afraid that my husband will be branded as a 
traitor for the rest of his life,” Olha says. “That’s the last thing I want for 


him ” 


Ukrainian Catholics flee Crimea to escape threats of arrest 


By Jonathan Luxmoore. 
The Catholic Herald 

Members of the Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Church are fleeing Crimea to 
escape threats of arrest and prop- 
erty seizures, a priest has said. 

“The situation remains very ser- 
ious, and we don’t know what will 
happen — the new government 
here is portraying us all as nation- 
alists and extremists,” said Father 
Mykhailo Milchakovskyi, a parish 
rector and military chaplain from 
Kerch, Crimea, who was speaking 
to the Catholic News Service just 
four days after Russia finalised the 
region’s annexation. 


He said that officials from Rus-~ 


sia’s Federal Security Service, or 
FSB, had called him in for ques- 
tioning about his community and 
to ask whether he “recognised the 
new order.” 

Father Milchakovskyi said that 
he and his family and at least two- 
thirds of his parishioners had left 
Kerch for Ukrainian-controlled ter- 
ritory on the advice of Ukrainian 
Archbishop Sviatoslavy Shevchuk 
of Kyiv-Halych. 

“All my parishioners are patri- 
otic Ukrainians who love their Cri- 
mean homeland. But Russia is now 
seeking to drive us out,” he said on 
March 25. 


He said Father Mykola Kvych, 
pastor of the Dormition of the Moth- 
er of God Parish in Sevastopol, Cri- 
mea, also fled after being detained 
and beaten by Russian forces, who 
accused him of “sponsoring extrem- 
ism and mass unrest.” 

‘During 10 years in Sevasto- 
pol, he never said or did anything 
against Russians,” Father Mil- 
chakovskyi added. 

“We’re determined our Church 
will not close up and abandon its 
mission, and we hope we’ll be 
given permits to return. But like 
others, we’ve had to leave our life 
and work behind, not knowing 
when we’ll be back. This is a time 
of suffering and anxiety. 

“For now, this is just a tempor- 
ary evacuation until conditions are 
safer, but with tension and pressure 
now strong, many ofus are afraid of 
being arrested. People want things 
to stay as they are, with freedom of 
religion, assembly and speech. But 
if they’re forced to accept Russian 
passports, they’Il have little choice. 
Our only hope lies with God and 
human goodwill.” 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church, a 
Byzantine rite, was outlawed under 
Soviet rule from 1946 to 1989, when 
many clergy were imprisoned and 
most church properties seized by the 


state or transferred to Russian Ortho- 
dox possession. 

The Church’s five communities 
in Crimea traditionally make up 
around 10 percent of the penin- 
sula’s 1.96 million inhabitants, 58 
percent of whom are ethnic Rus- 
sians. Ukrainians make up 24 per- 
cent and mostly Muslim Tartars a 
further 12 percent. 

Father Milchakovskyi said that 
Crimea’s Russian Orthodox Church 
appeared ready to seize Ukrainian 
Catholic properties and said all but 
one Catholic priest and deacon had 
now left to escape “interest from the 
FSB and Russian forces.” 

In a March 19 letter to Ukrain- 
ian Catholic clergy in Crimea and 
neighbouring Odesa, Archbishop 
Shevchuk said he was aware many 
priests now faced “inconveniences, 
pressures and threats” with their 
families, adding that he hoped they 
would have “bravery and courage, 
steadfastness and strength” to con- 
tinue their work. 

“To carry on your service, you 
will have to overcome impedi- 
ments which, until very recently, 
were hard for any of us to imagine. 
You are being called ‘Vatican 
agents’ and are being solicited to 
renounce the Catholic Church,” the 
archbishop said. 


‘Ukraine athletes show pride in 
Sochi before Crimea vote 


“These attacks are nothing new. 
In them we trace an echo of every- 
thing our martyr-Church experi- 
enced in the not-so-distant Com- 
munist past,” he said. “However, 
we know God’s providence turned 
into good those repressions and 
persecutions.” 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian news- 
papers said two Byzantine Catholic 
churches and a monastery had been 
burned between March 15 and 
26 in Ivano-Frankivsk, Dora and 
Kolomyya, adding that the current 
crisis could severely damage Cath- 
olic-Orthodox ties. 

Father Milchakovskyi said he 
hoped Russian Orthodox leaders 
would be “interested in maintaining 
religious freedom” in Crimea, but 
added that Ukrainian Catholics 
now had “no wish for contacts with 
them.” 


“We don’t trust them — they’re 
unfriendly, imperialistic people, 
who are being helped by the FSB 
and who’!l want the new order to 
ensure their religious monopoly,” 
the priest said. 

Father Milchakovskyi said he 
had spoken by telephone on March 
25 to Ukrainian soldiers previously 
under his spiritual care, who had 
been forced to surrender their uni- 
forms and insignia after evacuating 
their base at Kerch. 

He added that most were unsure 
whether they would be “treated as 
heroes or put on trial as deserters 
and traitors” after returning to the 
Ukrainian mainland. 

Archbishop Shevchuk has asked 
priests to dedicate Ukraine to 
Mary’s protection on April 6, to 
help calm “hearts filled with anx- 
iety for the future.” 
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“Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the heroes” - the slogan 
of Kyiv’s Independence Square sounded out of place 
in Sochi, the Russian winter sports showpiece where 
the Paralympic Games were drawing to a close March 
16, reports Agence France Presse. 

In fact, Russian President Vladimir Putin was not 
far away from the Ukrainian athletes as they uttered 
the chant while posing for pictures after finishing 
second in the cross country ski relay. 

A proud team of 31 they had vowed early on to stay 
and compete with the message of peace even after 
Russia’s intervention in Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula 
just across the Black Sea. 

The athletes said it had been difficult to watch the 
unravelling crisis from Sochi, even though they were 
happy with their sporting successes that secured the 


team an overall third place. 

“Tt was very sad, very difficult to train and compete 
when in your country such terrible events are hap- 
pening,” said Olena Yurkovska, as she held her silver 
medal just received for the relay. 

The last time she was at home in the Kyiv region 
was four months ago, she said, before the start of pro- 
tests on Maidan, or Independence Square, that eventu- 
ally led to a hundred deaths and ultimately a regime 
change in the country. 

Ukraine seriously considered boycotting the Para- 
lympic Games early this month, but the head of 
Ukraine’s Paralympic Committee Valery Sushkevich 
met with Putin on March 6, and announced just hours 
before the opening ceremony they would remain to 
compete. 


Edmonton, AB, T6A 3Y6 


Subscribe by Phone 


Ukrainian News accepts VISA and Mastercard. 


Call (780) 488-3693 


fears of ethnic cleansing 


By Andrei Sharogradsky, 
Alsu Kurmasheva and Daisy Sindelar 

(RFE/RL)—Khatidzhe, an elderly Tatar 
woman living in a small, shabby house in the 
suburbs of the Crimean capital, admits she 
suffers from the occasional memory lapse in 
her old age. 

But there are some things she'll never for- 
get. The German soldiers who locked her 
family in a room and used their house as 
lodging during World War II. The chilly sus- 
picion of locals when she and fellow Tatars 
were later deported to Uzbekistan by Soviet 
authorities as purported Nazi collaborators. 
And her anguish when she returned to Cri- 
mea in 1991 only to realize her childhood 
home in the coastal town of Alushta had 
been seized and long since given away to 
Russian occupants. 

“They didn’t give us anything! No compen- 
sation at all. They kept making promises, but it 
never went anywhere,” Khatidzhe says. 

“Our old house is still there. I can’t go 
around trying to get it back. It’s pointless,” 
she continues. “I can’t walk. I had a brother; 
he died five years ago. He could have fought 
for it, as the direct heir. I’m an heir too, but I 
can’t walk. For something like that you have 
to walk and walk and walk.” 

Stories like Khatidzhe’s are depressingly 
uniform among Crimean Tatars, who have 
seen their historic claim to the Black Sea 
peninsula repeatedly and brutally violated 
ever since the territory was brought under 
Russian control in the late 18th century — 
peaking with Josef Stalin’s mass deporta- 
tions in 1944. 

Now, with Russia’s militarized annexa- 
tion of the territory, many Crimean Tatars 
who returned home in the wake of the Soviet 
collapse fear the cycle is starting again — 
a 21st-century ethnic cleansing, using vio- 
lence, harassment, and isolation to drive 
Tatars off their native land once and for all. 

Ukraine’s Border Service reports that 
as many as 1,000 people have fled Crimea 
“under duress” since the March 16 referen- 
dum on joining Russia after 60 years as part 
of Ukraine. Some officials put the number as 
high as 1,600. 

Not all are Tatars — Kyiv officials say 
Ukzainians and even some of the peninsula’s 
ethnic Russian majority are among the mix. 
But Crimean Tatars, as Muslim non-Slavs 
with few legal protections, are considered 
the most vulnerable. 

Many Tatars, who make up roughly 15 
percent of Crimea’s population of about 2 
million, have already reported having their 
front doors marked with special insignia 
designating their ethnic identity. The dis- 
appearance and killing of Reshat Ametov, 
a 39-year-old Crimean Tatar whose naked, 
bound, and apparently tortured body was 
discovered outside Simferopol on the day 
of the referendum, has fueled fears further 
— particularly among those Tatars who, like 
Ametov, openly supported Ukraine’s рго- 
European Euromaidan protests. 

Crimean Deputy Prime Minister Rustam 
Temirgaliyev announced the government 
would ask Tatars to vacate illegally occu- 
pied land to make way for “social needs.” 
If formalized, the request will target virtu- 
ally all of Crimea’s Tatars, who were denied 
land rights upon returning to the peninsula in 
1991, and have been forced to build make- 


shift homes on unauthorized property. 

Nadir Bekir, a lawyer who heads the Foun- 
dation for Research and Support of the In- 
digenous Peoples of Crimea, says the situation 
has remained unaltered since the early 1990s, 
regardless of the political sea changes in Kyiv. 
“The Communists, the Orange governments, 
” he 
says. The situation, he adds, has left Crimea’s 
Tatars in a legal black hole that the new au- 
thorities will find easy to exploit. 

“Tf any pogroms begin, of course it’s pos- 
sible the Crimean Tatars will resist at first,” 
Bekir says. “I assume that they introduced 
the issue of vacating the Crimean Tatar 
settlements in the first place as a way of cre- 
ating a kind of legal pogrom and the begin- 
ning of ethnic cleansing.” 

The threatened evictions are the first indi- 
cation that Simferopol’s pro-Russian gov- 
ernment may not uphold prereferendum 
pledges of improved representation for Cri- 
mean Tatars under Russian rule. 

Temirgaliyev — himself a Kazan Tatar, 
a related but linguistically distinct group 
from Crimean Tatars — has vowed to grant 
a number of high-ranking positions in the 
Simferopol government to Crimean Tatar 
representatives. Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, after meeting with Ukrainian law- 
maker and Crimean Tatar activist Mustafa 
Jemiley, acknowledged Crimean Tatars had 
been treated “unfairly” in the past and prom- 
ised to “restore their rights and clear their 
good name.” 

Jemilev, however, has since been declared 
persona non grata in Crimea by the Simfero- 
pol government. Speaking on March 21 in 
Kyiv, he said he expected to see local of- 
ficials attempt to intimidate the tight-knit 
Crimean Tatar community through a simple 
strategy of divide and conquer. 

“Here in the 21st century, it’s unlikely 
there will be cattle cars and forced deporta- 
tion like there was in 1944. But there will 
probably be pressure, repression, attempts to 
destroy those members of the Crimean Tatar 
political elite who won’t bow down to the 
occupying power,” Jemilev said. “My guess 
is that they’re going to put a lot of work into 
trying to drive a wedge between the Crimean 
Tatars, by luring at least a certain faction to 
join their side.” 

Crimean Tatars, who take their cue not 
from the Simferopol government but from 
their own Meljlis political assembly, largely 
boycotted the March 16 referendum, and 
hotly dispute Russia’s claim that nearly a 
third of the reported 97 percent returns in fa- 
vor of Russian unification came from Tatar 
voters. 

Still, Ali Hamzin, the heads of the Me- 
jlis’s external-relations department, says 
many in the community were willing to ac- 
cept the fact that their homeland was being 
strong-armed back under Russian control in 
exchange for stability and security. Now, he 
says angrily, all bets are off. 

“Putin spoke to Mustafa Jemilev and made 
a big show of promising to guarantee the 
safety of the Crimean Tatars. At some point 
Wwe made peace with the fact that Russia was 
going to use its military strength to annex 
Crimea,” Hamzin says. “Now we want Putin 
to prove that he wasn’t deceiving us when 
he promised Crimean Tatars that everything 
would be OK.” 


Turkey threatens to close 
Bosphorus for Russian ships 


(Sofia News Agency)—Turkey will close 
the Bosphorus for Russian ships, if there is 
violence against the Crimean Tatars, said 
Turkish Prime Minister Recep Erdogan. 
March 18 

In a phone conversation with Russian 
president Vladimir Putin, quoted by a diplo- 
matic source, Erdogan also said that Turkey 
will not recognize the referendum in Crimea 
in which 97% of the voters cast their ballots 


in favour of joining the Russian Federation. 

“Turkey wants Ukraine to keep its territor- 
ial integrity,” Erdogan said. 

“If NATO takes a decision on the matter, 
we will certainly stick with it.” 

Earlier Erdogan had a phone conversation 
with the leader of the Crimean Tatars Mus- 
tafa Dzhemilev in which they discussed the 
threats against the Tatars in connection to the 
factual annexation of Crimea. 
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бтитвац Tatars invoke |Dictator’s Handbook 


Six regrettable lessons to take away from Crimea crisis 


By Daisy Sindelar 

(RFE/RL)—The speed and ease with 
which Russia reclaimed its hold on the Cri- 
mean Peninsula have left much of the world 
reeling. But the factors that went into it were 
years in the making. Here are six life lessons 
for acquisitive future dictators and countries 
trying to break free of them. 


1. Don’t Give Up Your Nukes 

Twenty years ago, Ukraine was the third- 
largest nuclear power in the world, with 
1,900 long-range and 2,400 short-range stra- 
tegic warheads that had once been part of the 
U.S.S.R.’s Cold War arsenal. But Kyiv vol- 
untarily handed them back to Russia in 1994, 
when it signed the Budapest Memorandum 
on Security Assurance, trading in its nuclear 
weapons in exchange for sovereignty and the 
promise that Russia would “refrain from the 
threat or the use of force against the terri- 
torial integrity or political independence of 
Ukraine.” 

It seemed like a good deal at the time. But 
many Ukrainian lawmakers are now lamenting 
the decision, admitting something that Pakistan 
and India have known for decades — that mis- 
siles beat memoranda when it comes to keep- 
ing interlopers off your land. Or, as Verkhovna 
Rada lawmaker Pavlo Ryzanenko told “USA 
Today,” “If you have nuclear weapons, people 
don’t invade you.” Fellow Budapest signator- 
ies Belarus and Kazakhstan may suddenly be 
ruing the day they gave up their nukes. Iran 
and North Korea, meanwhile, are less likely 
than ever to respond to global pressure to give 
up theirs. 


2. Deals Are Meaningless 

See above. The Budapest Memorandum, 
despite being approved by all five perma- 
nent members of the UN Security Council, 
has in по way restrained Vladimir Putin from 
taking over Crimea. The Russian president 
has argued that the memorandum no longer 
holds weight because the current Kyiv gov- 
ernment arrived via “coup” and is not legit- 
imate in Moscow’s eyes. 

Nor has the Budapest deal prompted the 
Western co-signatories — the United States 
and the United Kingdom — to step in mil- 
itarily against Moscow. The agreement, as 
its title suggests, provides assurances but 
stops short of actual security guarantees, 
which neither Washington nor London was 
prepared to offer in 1994 (or now). 

In its annexation of Crimea, in fact, Mos- 
cow has violated a number of agreements, 
including the UN Charter, the Charter of 
the Council for Security and Cooperation in 
Europe, the 1975 Helsinki Accords, the 1997 
bilateral Ukraine-Russia treaty, and its re- 
cently renewed lease agreement on the Black 
Sea Fleet, which provides for Russia’s Cri- 
mean bases but not the influx of thousands 
of additional troops. (It did not violate the 
CFE Treaty on conventional armed forces in 
Europe, but only because it withdrew from 
the agreement in 2007, a year before its war 
in Georgia.) 


3. Ethnic Cleansing Works 

Possession, as they say, is nine-tenths of 
the law. And if you really want to put your 
claim on a territory, the best way to do it 
is by removing the locals and establishing 
yourself as the new majority. The tactic was 
successfully used against Native Americans 
in the United States, against Muslims and 
Croats in Bosnia-Herzegovina, and against 
millions of non-Slavic minorities living in 
Stalin’s Soviet Union. 

More than 200,000 Tatars were forcibly 
expelled from Crimea in 1944 on the false 
pretext of Nazi collaboration. Hundreds of 
thousands of ethnic Russians were sent to 
take their place, cementing Moscow’s influ- 
ence and strengthening the peninsula’s loyal- 
ty to the imperial center. By the 1980s, when 
Tatars began to return to Crimea in what 
was then the Ukrainian SSR, they were the 
interlopers and the minority. Now, with a 97 
percent referendum return, Russia can argue 
it has “democratic” data to back its takeover 
bid. After all, numbers don’t lie. 


4. It’s Not Lying If They Believe It 

Both Adolf Hitler and his propaganda 
chief Joseph Goebbels were avid proponents 
of the “Big Lie,” a falsehood so flagrant, and 
so consequential, that people choose to ac- 
cept it rather than believe its teller capable of 
such underhandedness. Putin, whose KGB 
training and rumored plastic surgery have 
rendered his expression all but unreadable, 
has employed several Big Lies — and in- 
numerable little ones — in his Crimea cam- 
paign: 

1) Russians are having their rights violat- 
ed; 

2) Не is upset by the idea of Russians Бау- 
ing their rights violated; 

3) Power in Kyiv has been seized by fas- 
cists; 

4) The situation is so dire Ukrainians 
themselves are fleeing to Russia; 

5) No Russian troops entered Ukraine; 

6) “We are not considering [annexing Cri- 
теа|." 

Even in instances where such claims were 
demonstrably false — as in Crimea, where 
Russian soldiers willingly identified them- 
selves to journalists — there has been no 
tangible downside to the lie. Cracking down 
on the few remaining free news outlets in 
Russia has only made it easier to sell this 
alternate narrative at home. 


5. The Market Has No Morals 

The Sochi Olympics provided an early re- 
minder of this, when sponsors like McDon- 
ald’s, Coca-Cola, and Procter & Gamble re- 
fused to pressure Russia on its antigay laws 
out of fear of hurting their profits. With the 
Ukraine crisis, global governance appears 
equally hapless. Until the EU and U.S. sanc- 
tions on March 17, there were no bodies or 
governments willing to penalize Russia’s ac- 
tions in Crimea with more than words. Some 
$63 billion left Russia in 2013 alone, des- 
tined for Swiss banks, Caribbean offshore 
accounts, and luxury real-estate markets in 
London, Manhattan, and southern France. 

Economic struggles have compromised 
the ability of Western countries to act as 
moral standard-bearers — they are not only 
dependent on Russian investment, they are 
potentially tied to the mafia networks that lie 
behind it. (Russia’s Central Bank has esti- 
mated that two-thirds of the country’s capital 
outflow are proceeds from crime, bribes, and 
tax fraud.) Although the Ukrainian crisis has 
strained Russia’s $2 trillion economy — the 
direct cost of annexing Crimea is estimated 
to be at least $3 billion — it’s not clear that 
sanctions will avoid a ripple effect on the EU 
and U.S. economies. 


6. Patriotism Is Good — Except 
When It’s Terribly, Terribly Bad 

Putin has spent most of his years in power 
dedicated to restoring the Russian national 
identity — dusting off Stalin, resurrecting 
the Orthodox Church, bemoaning the col- 
lapse of the Soviet Union, exercising world- 
stage diplomacy, and replacing Soviet 
cosmopolitanism with increasingly nativ- 
ist tendencies. This Great Nation-building 
project made it easy for the Kremlin leader 
to argue that the Crimean takeover was not 
only natural, but necessary. Leaving Crimea 
and its people in trouble, Putin said, “would 
have been nothing short of betrayal.” 

But having invoked patriotic sentiment 
at home, Putin then distorted it in Ukraine, 
seizing on the country’s massive Euromai- 
dan protests as an opportunity for scare- 
mongering. The Russian president has 
alternately described the forces behind the 
Ukrainian “coup” that replaced President 
Viktor Yanukovych with a pro-Western in- 
terim government as nationalists, neo-Nazis, 
Russophobes, and anti-Semites. (Ukraine 
has accused Russia of staging deliberate pro- 
vocations to advance this train of thought.) 
This double-edged sword — which works 
to Russia’s advantage regardless — may 
be wielded again as Moscow considers the 
fate of Russian “patriots” in eastern Ukraine, 
northern Kazakhstan, and elsewhere. 
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Ukrainian troops іп Crimea face ‘stay or go’ dilemma 


By Iryna Shtogrin and Ron Synovitz 

(RFE/RL)—Olha’s husband was a _ Ukrainian 
military specialist at the Belbek base near Sevastopol, 
Ukraine’s main air base in Crimea, until it was stormed 
by Russian troops on March 22. 

Now Crimea’s crisis is forcing the couple to choose 
the least bad option for their future. 

They, like the families of thousands of other 
Ukrainian military personnel who’ve lived their entire 
lives in Crimea, are trapped in a no-man’s land. 

Ukraine’s acting President Oleksandr Turchnyov 
on March 24 ordered Kyiv’s Defense Ministry to 
withdraw all Ukrainian troops from Crimea. 

But many soldiers and their families have no place 
to go on the mainland unless Kyiv provides support. 
But if they stay, they face pressure to swear loyalty 
to Moscow and, according to new legislation, will 
automatically be made Russian nationals unless they 
declare their desire to retain Ukrainian citizenship — 
which they fear could lead to reprisals. 

Meanwhile, defense officials in Kyiv are still 
wrestling with how to transport other loyal Ukrainian 
soldiers — like Olha’s husband — out of a territory 
annexed by Russia and overrun with Russian troops. 

Kyiv wants them to travel in their military vehicles. 
But there is no agreement with Russia allowing the 
overland withdrawal of Ukrainian military convoys. 

The 22-year-old Olha — who asked that her husband 
not be named out of fear of attacks from pro-Russian 
Crimeans — tells RFE/RL they can only wait in their 
rented Sevastopol apartment to see what happens. “We 


need something concrete. Some orders. Some clarity,” 
she says. “Some assurances about what we can expect 
tomorrow.” 

Turchnyov announced the need for a withdrawal 
after Russian forces seized military installations 
across the peninsula. He said it was necessary because 
of Russian military threats to the lives of Ukrainian 
soldiers and their families. 

A brigade of Ukrainian marines was evacuated by 
sea after their Black Sea naval base at Feodosiya was 
overrun by Russian forces on March 24. 

The Defense Ministry would not reveal their 
new location. But according to media reports the 
brigade has been moved to a southeastern base in the 
Henichesk region, on the Ukrainian mainland adjacent 
to Crimea. 

The Defense Ministry has also formed a commission 
to determine where to relocate soldiers who have not 
yet withdrawn. But their deliberations about troop 
movements are a closely kept military secret amid 
the heightened alert over Russian forces massed on 
Ukraine’s eastern borders. 

On March 25, with growing public anger about the 
handling of the Crimean crisis and the dilemma for 
loyal Ukrainian soldiers, the country’s parliament, the 
Verkhovna Rada, dismissed acting Defense Minister 
Thor Tenyukh. 

Olha says she hopes Kyiv’s political leadership will 
announce a decision soon about future jobs, housing, 
and other support for troops who remain loyal to 
Ukzaine. So far, soldiers and families have been told 


only that they will have temporary hotel accommodations and medical 


benefits. 


“Now, apart from the people’s support, they don’t have any support. 
Apart from the [Ukrainian] people who believe in them, they have 


nothing left,” Olha says. 


Both Olha and her husband are from the Black Sea resort town of 
Alushta on Crimea’s southern coast. They have lived all their lives in 
Crimea. Olha’s mother-in-law still lives in Alushta and refuses to leave. 
The couple worries they will never see her again if they leave. 

If they stay, they fear ominous signs about the treatment of soldiers 
who’ve refused to renounce their loyalty to Ukraine. The fate of six loyal 
Ukrainian military officers remains unknown after they were captured 
during the takeover of their bases by Russian forces in recent days. 

Colonel Yuliy Mamchur, the commander at Belbek, is among them. 
Mamchur’s wife, Larisa, says that pro-Russian Crimeans have been 


mistreating their family. 


Their daughter was a top student at Crimea State Medical University 
in Simferopol before Russian troops were deployed on February 28. A 
week later, on March 7, Larisa says a pro-Russian professor flunked her 
daughter because her well-known father was a “bad Crimean.” Since 
then, the daughter has moved to Vinnytsa National Medical University, 
where she was accepted on the basis of her earlier grades. 

Olha says the wives of loyal Ukrainian soldiers now receive 
anonymous, threatening phone calls from Russian-speaking men telling 
them to convince their husbands to renounce their loyalty oaths to 


Ukraine. Olha refuses to do so. 


“As the wife of a military man, as a civilian person, I’m just very 
afraid that in five or 10 years the situation will change. History moves 
on. And I am very much afraid that my husband will be branded as a 
traitor for the rest of his life,” Olha says. “That’s the last thing I want for 


him 22 


Ukrainian Catholics flee Crimea to escape threats of arrest 


By Jonathan Luxmoore. 
The Catholic Herald 

Members of the Ukrainian Cath- 
olic Church are fleeing Crimea to 
escape threats of arrest and prop- 
erty seizures, a priest has said. 

“The situation remains very ser- 
ious, and we don’t know what will 
happen — the new government 
here is portraying us all as nation- 
alists and extremists,” said Father 
Mykhailo Milchakovskyi, a parish 
rector and military chaplain from 
Kerch, Crimea, who was speaking 
to the Catholic News Service just 
four days after Russia finalised the 
region’s annexation. 

He said that officials from Rus- 
sia’s Federal Security Service, or 
FSB, had called him in for ques- 
tioning about his community and 
to ask whether he “recognised the 
new order.” 

Father Milchakovskyi said that 
he and his family and at least two- 
thirds of his parishioners had left 
Kerch for Ukrainian-controlled ter- 
ritory on the advice of Ukrainian 
Archbishop Sviatoslav Shevchuk 
of Kyiv-Halych. 

“All my parishioners are patri- 
otic Ukrainians who love their Cri- 
mean homeland. But Russia is now 
seeking to drive us out,” he said on 
March 25. 


He said Father Mykola Kvych, 
pastor of the Dormition of the Moth- 
er of God Parish in Sevastopol, Cri- 
mea, also fled after being detained 
and beaten by Russian forces, who 
accused him of “sponsoring extrem- 
ism and mass unrest.” 

“During 10 years in Sevasto- 
pol, he never said or did anything 
against Russians,” Father Mil- 
chakovskyi added. 

“We’re determined our Church 
will not close up and abandon its 
mission, and we hope we’ll be 
given permits to return. But like 
others, we’ve had to leave our life 
and work behind, not knowing 
when we’ll be back. This is a time 
of suffering and anxiety. 

“For now, this is just a tempor- 
ary evacuation until conditions are 
safer, but with tension and pressure 
now strong, many of us are afraid of 
being arrested. People want things 
to stay as they are, with freedom of 
religion, assembly and speech. But 
if they’re forced to accept Russian 
passports, they’ Il have little choice. 
Our only hope lies with God and 
human goodwill.” 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church, a 
Byzantine rite, was outlawed under 
Soviet rule from 1946 to 1989, when 
many clergy were imprisoned and 
most church properties seized by the 


state or transferred to Russian Ortho- 
dox possession. 

The Church’s five communities 
in Crimea traditionally make up 
around 10 percent of the penin- 
sula’s 1.96 million inhabitants, 58 
percent of whom are ethnic Rus- 
sians. Ukrainians make up 24 per- 
cent and mostly Muslim Tartars a 
further 12 percent. 

Father Milchakovskyi said that 
Crimea’s Russian Orthodox Church 
appeared ready to seize Ukrainian 
Catholic properties and said all but 
one Catholic priest and deacon had 
now left to escape “interest from the 
FSB and Russian forces.” 

In a March 19 letter to Ukrain- 
ian Catholic clergy in Crimea and 
neighbouring Odesa, Archbishop 
Shevchuk said he was aware many 
priests now faced “inconveniences, 
pressures and threats” with their 
families, adding that he hoped they 
would have “bravery and courage, 
steadfastness and strength” to con- 
tinue their work. 

“To carry on your service, you 
will have to overcome impedi- 
ments which, until very recently, 
were hard for any of us to imagine. 
You are being called ‘Vatican 
agents’ and are being solicited to 
renounce the Catholic Church,” the 
archbishop said. 


‘Ukraine athletes show pride in 
Sochi before Crimea vote 


“Glory to Ukraine! Glory to the heroes” - the slogan 
of Kyiv’s Independence Square sounded out of place 
in Sochi, the Russian winter sports showpiece where 
the Paralympic Games were drawing to a close March 
16, reports Agence France Presse. 

In fact, Russian President Vladimir Putin was not 
far away from the Ukrainian athletes as they uttered 
the chant while posing for pictures after finishing 
second in the cross country ski relay. 

A proud team of 31 they had vowed early on to stay 
and compete with the message of peace even after 
Russia’s intervention in Ukraine’s Crimea peninsula 
just across the Black Sea. 

The athletes said it had been difficult to watch the 
unravelling crisis from Sochi, even though they were 
happy with their sporting successes that secured the 


team an overall third place. 

“Tt was very sad, very difficult to train and compete 
when in your country such terrible events are hap- 
pening,” said Olena Yurkovska, as she held her silver 
medal just received for the relay. 

The last time she was at home in the Kyiv region 
was four months ago, she said, before the start of pro- 
tests on Maidan, or Independence Square, that eventu- 
ally led to a hundred deaths and ultimately a regime 
change in the country. 

Ukraine seriously considered boycotting the Para- 
lympic Games early this month, but the head of 
Ukraine’s Paralympic Committee Valery Sushkevich 
met with Putin on March 6, and announced just hours 
before the opening ceremony they would remain to 
compete. 


“These attacks are nothing new. 
In them we trace an echo of every- 
thing our martyr-Church experi- 
enced in the not-so-distant Com- 
munist past,” he said. “However, 
we know God’s providence turned 
into good those repressions and 
persecutions.” 

Meanwhile, Ukrainian news- 
papers said two Byzantine Catholic 
churches and a monastery had been 
burned between March 15 and 
26 in Ivano-Frankivsk, Dora and 
Kolomyya, adding that the current 
crisis could severely damage Cath- 
olic-Orthodox ties. 

Father Milchakovskyi said he 
hoped Russian Orthodox leaders 
would be “interested in maintaining 
religious freedom” in Crimea, but 
added that Ukrainian Catholics 
now had “no wish for contacts with 
them.” 


“We don’t trust them — they’re 
unfriendly, imperialistic people, 
who are being helped by the FSB 
and who’ll want the new order to 
ensure their religious monopoly,” 
the priest said. 

Father Milchakovskyi said he 
had spoken by telephone on March 
25 to Ukrainian soldiers previously 
under his spiritual care, who had 
been forced to surrender their uni- 
forms and insignia after evacuating 
their base at Kerch. 

He added that most were unsure 
whether they would be “treated as 
heroes or put on trial as deserters 
and traitors” after returning to the 
Ukrainian mainland. 

Archbishop Shevchuk has asked 
priests to dedicate Ukraine to 
Mary’s protection on April 6, to 
help calm “hearts filled with anx- 
iety for the future.” 
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Participants gather for a group shot following the flag-raising ceremony at the Alberta Legislature Annex 


Ukrainian flag raised on Alberta Legislature grounds 


By Marco Levytsky 

Close to 300 people attended a flag-rais- 
ing ceremony at the Alberta Legislature’s 
Annex, March 16. 

The flag was ceremoniously raised to 
fly beside the Canadian and Albertan flags 
by then-Premier Allison Redford (who an- 
nounced her resignation the following 
day due to dissension within the Progres- 
sive Conservative caucus) and Legislature 
Speaker Gene Zwozdesky. 

“T am proud to be a Canadian and to know 
that our government through Stephen Harp- 
er and our minister of Foreign Affairs John 
Baird are standing with the G7 and leading 
the G7 in response to what we see happening 
today in Crimea,” said Redford. 

"І am also so proud to be an Albertan and 
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to live in a province that has been built by 
so many people of Ukrainian origin, led by 
people of Ukrainian origin, and people who 
continue to be an important part of every 
part of our community. I think that one of 
the greatest strengths is that people, who are 
living in Alberta, of Ukrainian descent, have 
never lost their connection back home — to 
friends, to family, to culture and we’re here 
today to celebrate that, to pay our respects to 
generations that have come before that have 
fought for peace and democracy here and in 
Ukraine and to raise this flag so that every 
single day we, and Albertans across this 
province remember what is happening and 
how we hope that we will see freedom and 
democracy and peace prevail,” she added. 
“Today is a day of great unity and great 


symbolism by which we send a message not 
only to Ukraine, but also to the world that we 
believe in civil liberties in humanitarianism 
and human right. And as is the case with all 
of us today, our thoughts turn to those who 
gave their lives in defence of the freedoms 
that Ukraine is struggling to enjoy,” said 
Zwozdesky. 

“We will continue to stand in opposition 
to all efforts that others may bring to under- 
mine the pursuit of democracy and freedom 
in the land of our ancestors. The Ukrain- 
ian community in Alberta has contributed a 
great deal for this province,” he added. 

Edmonton-Decore MLA Janice Sarich 
said: “We stand in solidarity with the gov- 
ernment of Canada and the international 
community in support of Ukraine’s sover- 
eignty, and a free and democratic future. And 
we join with voices calling on the Russian 
government to do the right thing by pulling 
back its military forces. As a government 
we're doing everything we can, includ- 
ing supporting the humanitarian aid effort. 
Today we have raised this flag as an act of 
support for the people of Ukraine. We will 
continue to support Ukraine in the fight for 
freedom, democracy and justice.” 


Bonnyville-Cold Lake MLA Genia Les- 
kiw, who served as MC for the brief program, 
noted that the Government of Alberta has 
committed to a donation $100,000 for vic- 
tims of the Maidan to match over $100,000 
raised by the community. 

“Citizens of Ukraine have been demand- 
ing EU Integration, international standards 
of democracy that are taken for granted in 
the west, and a government that is regulated 
by the rule of law. Today a referendum took 
place in Crimea that will not be recognized 
by the western governments. Today, Ukraine 
remains under threat. Our thoughts and pray- 
ers are with the people of Ukraine as we pray 
for a peaceful resolution,” she added. 

Olesia Luciw-Andryjowycz, President of 
the Ukrainian Canadian Congress — Alberta 
Provincial Council stated: “Thank you Alberta 
government for your moral and financial sup- 
port. Thank you for standing beside us the 
Ukrainian diaspora as we pray for peace and 
early resolution of the conflict in Ukraine.” 

She also noted that the invasion of Crimea 
violated both Ukraine’s constitution and 
legislation. 

“Putin will not stop. He is using this as a 
stepping stone to move further in.” 


Russian TV anchor accuses Jews of 
bringing Holocaust on themselves 


By Glenn Kates 

(RFE/RL)—Russian state TV hosts have 
consistently repeated the Kremlin line that 
Kyiv’s new government is run by “fascists” 
and “anti-Semites.” 

In a strange twist, they have also some- 
times questioned why Jewish Ukrainians or 
Jewish Russians might support the new goy- 
ernment. 

Evelina Zakamskaya, an anchor on the 
state-funded Rossiya 24 TV channel, accel- 
erated the innuendo still further on March 23 
in an interview with Aleksandr Prokhanoy, a 
writer who recently admitted to hoping for a 
new Cold War. 

Here’s the transcript: 

Ргокрапоу: “It’s strange that these Jewish 
organizations — European and our Russian 
ones — support the Maidan. What are they 
doing? Don’t they understand that with their 
own hands they’re bringing a second Holo- 
caust? 

Zakamskaya: And it wouldn’t be the first 
time they brought it either. 

Prokhanov: It’s an amazing blindness that 
is being repeated again. Until 1933 many lib- 
eral European organizations fed the Fuhrer. 

There is, of course, a documented history 
of European and Russian appeasement of 
Hitler. But neither Zakamskaya nor Prokha- 
nov are clear about how they believe Jews 
caused their own mass murder. 

As for the current crisis, a coalition of 
Ukrainian Jewish leaders did dispute Rus- 


sian President Vladimir Putin’s claims of ris- 
ing anti-Semitism in Ukraine and there have 
been Jewish participants in the pro-European 
Maidan movement from the very beginning. 
But Muslim Crimean Tatars and Russian- 
speaking Ukrainians have also participated 
— the latter group also singled out for “pro- 
tection” by Moscow. 

In Russia itself, there does not appear to be 
any evidence that the Jewish community has 
any greater stake in the Maidan movement 
than the rest of the population. 

But the charge has a familiar history in 
Russia, where Josef Stalin initiated a cam- 
paign after World War II to purge “rootless 
cosmopolitans” — a euphemism for unpatri- 
otic Jewish intellectuals — that lasted until 
the Soviet dictator’s death in 1953. 

In a segment produced in late February, 
Dmitry Kiselyov, the new head of Russia’s 
reorganized state propaganda agency, uses 
this very trope against the chief editor of 
“New Times,” a liberal Russian magazine. 

Kiselyov rails against Albats and other Jews 
who support protesters in Ukraine for not be- 
ing more aware of their history. A picture of 
Albats looms in the background with the Heb- 
rew words — apparently written backwards by 
mistake — “what kind of Jew are you?” 

In lecturing Jews on who they should sup- 
port and why, though, Kiselyoy and others 
may be speaking to a wider Russian audience 
with a wholly more nefarious message: We 
can’t trust these “rootless cosmopolitans.” 


